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We are now partly “through the thick” of the do-,; The third—or the president’s proclamation. There 
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uments and papers which demanded a@ speedy insertion, 


a und hope to have some room for other things: for, though 
ry be he publication and preservation of such articles is the 
nal Jeading purpose of the Reersrer, very many of our read- 


5 jus ars desire to have, also, some other sort of matter. 
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g-We shall, with all promptitude, give the reports 
vom the different departments which accompanied the 
resident’s message, and add some of the details as soon 
1s we can—especially the statistical statements. : 
The reports from the treasury, war, navy, and post office 





ern to : : 
iS Our Jepartments are able papers, and easily understood— 
nside. ough there are parts in some of them to which many 
to the annot give their assent. 

led. 


ig We hold these truths to be self-evident”— 


as . ; ; 

a ‘That the right of a people to protect their own indus- 
bition, , by “regulations of commerce,” is ‘‘natural and una- 
strue. jenable. ” ; 


THAT SUCH RIGHT IS ACKNOWLEDGED IN THE PRAC- 


them TICE of EVERY COMMERCIAL NATION “‘UNDER HEAVEN.” 

We That ‘‘free trade” is a thing of British manufacture, 
mside. ade for exportation, like log-wood-dyed blue cloths, 
tion nd altogether unfitted for British use; secing that our 


pread-stuffs and meats, fish and oil, timber and lumber, 
ice and tobaeco—nay, any thing which we produce, cot- 
on excepted, is’ really or virtually prohibited to British 
onsumers, unless in stinted quantities, by excessive im- 


tO re 
of the 
nd that 


Ur ihe 


e chie ositions on American products imported. 
ted in That it is the right and the duty of every nation to de- 
stowed mand and receive RECIPROCITY in its trade with others— 


nd, if not obtained, to place ‘‘regulations of trade” 
gainst ‘‘regulations of trade,” and force an equalized 


mails 
e laws ommerce, or forbid interchanges of commodities. 
ated to That duties on goods imported, with a sole view to re- 


enue, and to furnish ALL the revenue required by the 


ts, this . 
: overnment of the United States, would be a “palpable” 


in the 


. Re jolation of the constitution of the United States—the 
yar and rinciple of which is, that TAXATION and REPRESENTA- 
. of our 10N shall gu hand-in-hand: a violation, which, to use 
ork out e language of some in the south, ‘‘eannot be submitted 
to de o” by a great majority of the’ American people, who are 


itally interested in this matter. 
That the people of the middle and western states, (be- 
galso a large majority), have a much greater interest in 
he products of their fields and flocks, than those of the 
buth have in the production of cotton—but that the in- 
rests of the former do not materially clash with the in- 
rests of the latter. 
In fine—that a steady and vigorous exereise of the 
right to regulate trade”’ is quite as important to the grain 
‘owing, manufacturing and navigating states, as the right 
representation for slaves is to the rest of the states of this 
non; and that the last may be questioned, or ‘‘nullifi- 
Kl,” with quite as much reason as the first. 
-_ 
{+The present sheet is nearly filled with three arti- 
es: the annual report of the secretary of the treasury-- 
¢ message of governor Hamilton to the legislature of 
outh Carolina, re-assembled to carry into effect the or- 
lance of the convention—and the proclamation of the 
resident of the United States, in consequence of that 
rdinance, and the mad proceedings which are expected 
D flow from it. 
F On the first, we shall offer some remarks in the course 
2 certain discussions in which we 4 to be soon en- 
3 esl. The secretary of the treasury has, surely, ‘‘turn- 
' sharp corners,” or wonderfully changed his opinions, 
o Be ncruing the protection of the domestic industry and 
- € bank, within a few months past. 
ws te second—the message of governor Hamilton, needs 
. Omment, Its insertion belongs to the present state of 
ngs—and also as prefatory to 
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are parts of this paper to which individuals will object, 
and for diferent reasons—but it is a powerful appeal to 
the good seuse of persons of all parties; and, while it 
manifests the resolution of the president to put down 
practical nullification in South Carolina—it completely 
nullifies the contracted and starched theories of the “ Vir- 
gina school of politicians,” and does not seem to accord 
with certain opinions of Mr. Van Buren, expressed in 
his letter of the 4th October last, to the North Carolina 
committee—for which see page 125 of the present vo- 
lume. ‘The argumentative part of the proclamation very 
nearly, if not to the fullest extent, sustains the views of those 
who have contended for a liberal construction of the con- 
stitution—and especially for this great and vital princi- 
ple, that the right of construction must rest with the ma- 
jority of the people of the United States, or of the states, 
expressed under the forms of the constitution—and that 
any other construction cannot be rightful, and will run 
into treason, if carried out after the manner proposed by 
the state of South Carolina. Mr. Zévingston has the cre- 
dit of preparing this paper, which he has countersigned 
as secretary of state—and though, as before observed, 
there are parts of it to which some will object, as a whole 
it must be regarded as worthy of highest commendation, 
as well for the matter and manner of the argument, as the 
vigorous patriotism which it instils into the publie mind, 
And as we said in a former dark period of our history, 
we say now—“‘LIvE THE CONSTITUTION.” 

fG-It is due, not only to the long-established fidelity 
and unquestioned ability of the editors of the ‘‘National 
Intelligencer,” but in respect to ourselyes by rendering 
common justice to others, to say—that, for our sketches 
of the proceedings and debates in congress, (unless 
otherwise designated), we are generally indebted to that 
ably condueted journal: and, though ‘many a time and 
oft” ‘differences of opinion” and ink-shedding contro- 
versies have existed between its editors and ourselyes— 
we have always had oceasion to admire the extraordinary 
accuracy, the rigid impartiality and indefatigable indus- 
try of the ‘‘National Intelligencer,” in its issues of the 
proceedings and debates of the congress of the United 
States. And, on this particular subject, we do not think 
it presumption to say, that there is some right of judg- 
ment with us—for, perhaps, for twenty-five years past, no 
man living has had more experience of what is here stat- 
ed, in frequent examinations and companisons of the de- 
bates and proceedings, than ourselves—resulting from 
the nature of our business, and the constant habit of con- 
densing and frequently of reviewing the facts as stated 
by them, which the editors of daily journals have not 
either the leisure nor the necessity to do. In mak- 
ing these remarks, no unfriendly spirit exists as to any 
of the former, or present, editors of publi¢ papers at 
Washington—it is a simple offering of respectful com- 
mendation for public services rendered. It is proper to 
add, however, that the editors of the “Intelligencer” are 
not responsible for ovr presentations from their reports, 
except in the facts so fur as they are stated by us—for 
we cannot give the whole, as published by them. 


MANUFACTURE OF FLOUR. We have recently had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing Mr. Nathan Tyson’s apparatus, at his large 
mnill on Jones?’ Falls, for the purpose of drying flour, which, de- 
scending from the bolts, is passed through two revolving me- 
tallic cylinders, enclosed in a furnace, heated with anthracite 
coal, and from thence reconveyed in the usual manner to the 
upper rooms of the mill, and cooled, packed, &c. 

The apparatus is very simple, and the cost of the fixtures in- 
considerable, compared with the object of this improvement— 
and the whole current expenses do not exceed a cent and an 
half on a barrel of flour. ‘The purpose is to discharge the mois- 
ture fram the flour, and the dampness which constantly escapes 
from the furnace, plainly shews a mnuch greater quantity of such 





moisture than any one would have supposed to caxist in the 


gees 


— | 


—_ 


eo ee 


ad 


ee 


> 
i" 
A} 
o 








5, 1882—MISCELLANEOUS. 














250 NILES’ REGISTER—DEC. 1 
was. By totally at D tit densi : PR that 


re 
-flour may be kept sweet in any climate. This apparatus has 
been in operation about eighteen months, and, as yet, not a single 
barrel of flour which passed through it, has shewn any degree 
of acidity, though several lots have been sent to Brazil, where 
it was highly approved. Mr. Tyson is of opinion that, every 
disposition to fermentation being destroyed by his process, flour 
may be kept ar indefinite length of time, without the slightest 
ma to any of its good qualities. 
o millers in the western country especially, as well as to 
others, we think that this improvement is one of great value. 





ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT. The 
votes of the colleges, so far as heard from, were—as was 
expected; and it is not just now worth while to notice 
them specially. The vote of Virginia was given to Mr. 
Van Buren, and of Pennsylvania to Mr. Wilkins. ‘Two 
of the Maryland electors could not attend, on account of 
sickness, and, instead of 7 for Messrs. Clay and Sergeant, 
there.were only 5 votes given for them. 

— 

Cuatms acarnsr Naries. The U. S. ship Concord 
has arrived at Portsmouth, N. H. in which eame pas- 
senger, Mr. JVelson, our minister at Naples—who has 
succeeded in effecting a treaty with Naples, providing for 
spoilations committed on the commerce of the United 
States when Joseph Bonaparte and Murat occupied the 
throne. ~ 

One aecount says that the amount stipulated to be paid, 

in nine annual instalments, with an interest of 4 per cent. ) 
is equal to 2,115,000 dollars—another that it is 2,150,000 
ducats, equal to $1,720,000, It is added, that the claims 
had been refused only three days before the present treaty 
was concluded, and despatches to that effect were actually 
forwarded to our government by Mr. Nelson.* This 
fortunate conclusion of the negotiation is attributed to our 
naval demonstrations in the neighborhood of that capital. 
A very large part of these claims is held in Baltimore, 
chiefly centered in the hands of one individual. 





Norta Carortna. There was an animated contest 
in the election of a governor of this state, to which there 
were three parties, and the ballotings lasted three days. 
On the first ballot, the votes were—for Mr. Spaight 73, 
Mr. Branch 56, Mr. Polk 51. On the second ballot, 
Mr. Polk being withdrawn, there were 50 blank votes. 
After this Mr. Swain was put in nomination, and the vote 
stood, Spaight 80, Swain 56, Branch 51. Finally, Mr. 
Branch was withdrawn, and, after several ballots, judge 
Swain obtained 99 votes [elected], Mr. Spaight 85, Mr. 
Bryan 4 and 6 blanks, 

State printer—Messrs. Lawrence & Lemay have been 
egenvted by Mr. Charles R. Ramsay—for Mr. R. 98, 
L.& L. 80, and 10 scattering. ‘This is set forth as shew- 
ing the preponderance of the ‘‘Van Buren party,” in the 
legislature. 

Grorota. The finances of the state of Georgia appear 
to be in a very embarrassed condition. ‘The nominal ba- 
lance in the treasury for the last year is only $15,896. 
The receipts having been $256,866, and the expenditures 
$240,970. 

From this small balance “is to be deducted $10,000 in 

tock of the bank of Georgia, received from the commis- 
sioners of the Oconee river;’’ the real balance is there- 

fore-less than $6,000. Besides this, the state owes the 
Central bank $92,880 for cash advanced on exccutive 
warrants during the last year, the treasury being empty. 
There is a clear deficiency of nearly $77,000, and at least 


$70,000 more are required to meet the appropriations of 


the legislature, and to defray the expenses of the legisla- 
ture and the current expenses of the state. 

One of the commissioners of the land lottery of this 
state, now drawing at Milledgeville, has been impeached 


for “thigh crimes, misdemeanor, and forgery.”” One of 


the tracts of land which he contrived to draw for himself, 


is the residence of Ridge, the Cherokee chief, and is es- 


timated to be worth $40,000. 

He has been arrested by the warrant of the speaker. 
His name is 
Bogan, of Gwinnett county. 





*Another account says that the king yielded only at the mo- 
ment when Mr. Nelson presented himself to take leave—fearful 


in this state, at the recent election of electors 9 
dent—and some documents have been publishe 
bear an extraordivary, and, indeed, an alarmi 
ter. 
sential difference, truly, between the right and f : 
of suffrage, and the abuse of it. 4 oF rain 


iven in the Savannah Georgian, Shadrach 
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Much complaint is made of illegal Voting 
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d which 
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We shall notice them hereafter. 


——--9 


&e. The following 


Soutrn Carorrna, g 


gentlemen haye 


been appointed (by the legislature) electors of * 
and vice president of the tv president 


nited States: 

Robert J. Turnbull, W. Thompson, jun. Wm. p, 
bose, W. B. Seabrook, Benj. Hart, Thos. Evans, Elin 
Watson, Samuel Cherry, Thomas Lyles, Thomas Dy 4 
Joseph S. Shelton. ™ 
And they voted for John Floyd, of Virginia, for presi. 
dent of the United States, and Henry Lee, of Massachy. 
setts, for vice president. Mr. Lee is the author of soy. 
‘*free trade” essays. 

From what we see of the proceedings of the legislatur, 
of this state, there would seem to be no manner of dou) 
——but that the majority will give effect to the ordinang 
of nullification, and carry out all the propositions 9), 
tained in the message of gov. Hamilton! 


—— 


A letter dated Columbia, Nov. 30, and published jy 
the Charleston Mercury, says—The sitting of the day 
threatens to be utterly dull. 
The federal committee will report no bill till Monday. 
Meanwhile, besides the bill of civil remedies, which | 
mentioned yesterday, it is engaged on the provisions of , 
penal act, of which this is the projet: 

Against all — who shall seize the person or goois 
of a citizen, for the purpose of collecting daties upm 
imported merchandise, fine not Jess than $1,000, nor 
more than $ , with imprisonment From six months 
to two years. 

For the attempt merely, to do such unlawful acts, half 
the rate of fine, and half the term of imprisonment. 
These, you see, will reach the custom house officers, 
from the tide-waiter upwards. 

The attorney who shall bring process for the collee- 
tion of bonds for duties, either in the state or in the U. §, 
courts, shall be struck from the rolls of the state courts. 
The marshal who shall serve writs, &c. in such actious, 
shall be fined from 500 to $5,000, and imprisonment from 
3 to 12 months. 

The clerk of any court, who shall grant a copy of the 
record, for the purpose of an appeal to the United States 
courts, will also be subject to fine and imprisonment. 
To guard this, copies of records only to be given upon 
security that they will not be used for such purpose, an! 
upon special permission of the court. 

The committee on federal relations has brought ins 
report, to direct the governor to demand the immediate 
— of the U. S. troops from the Charleston a 
senal. 

The military committee will report a bill on the mil- 
tia, in a few days. 





The same paper had the following paragraph, wher 
speaking of the governor’s message above alluded to— 

“‘The same spirit, which has destroyed the harmovy 
and endangered the permanency of the confederacy !0' 
money, may, when baulked of its prey, be urged by i 
sentment to cut through with the sword the constituti0 

barriers which it has already sealed by fraud. We hat 
no right to rely with certainty, that any considerations of 
justice will restrain the defenders of injustice—or * 
respect for the constitution will beget a temperance " 
those with whom our cause of quarrel is, that they hare 
trampled the constitution under foot. It behooves" 
then, to go into the struggle armed at all points, ‘am™ 
opibusque parati.’ Let the federal government unde 
stand thoroughly the spirit in which coercion will be m° 
Let them not expect to strike terror by a ee de mat 
or dream that they will meet in Carolina a Neapolitt 
mob, who would disperse with the smoke of the first ae 
ket shot of the tyrant. No, the true language of Caro - 
to her enemies is—let one menacing federal bayonet 8" 
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at is a war of soverei ta civil d, if 

is a war of sovereigns, nota civil war, and, if you 
a it, let it be ‘war to the knife.” : 

Whether the proclamation of the president, insert- 

ed in subsequent pages, will have elfect to allay the ex- 
citement, or add fury to its madness—remains to be seen. 
The leaders have gone too far to retrace their steps; but 
the people may easily arrest their progress and sink them 
into nothing—if they please. 

The following case is also presented, to add to existing 
difficulties: ; 

‘Macon, Geo. Nov. 30. Mr. Elisha W. Chester, coun- 
sel for the Cherokees, has notified the governor that ap- 
lication would be made to the supreme court of the 
United States at its session, on the 3d day of February, 
1833, to issue further process to carry into effect its for- 
mer judgments and decree, rendered in certain eases, 
wherein 5. A. Worcester and Elizur Butler are consi- 
dered plaintiffs in error, vs. the state of Georgia, defend- 
ant inerror. The governor yesterday communicated the 
notice to the legislature, expressing the same unequivo- 
cal resistance to this usurpation of sovereign rights, as he 
has heretofore recommended, and repeating his same de- 
termination to resist it to the whole extent of his autho- 

ity. 

Te communication of the governor was referred to 
the joint committee on the state of the republic.* 
[ Advertiser. 
The legislature of Georgia, however, has passed, 
(102 to 51) the following resolution—among others: 

‘¢ Resolved, That we abhor the doctrine of nullification, 
as neither a peaceful nor constitutional remedy; but on 
the contrary, as tending to civil commotion and disunion; 
and while we deplore the rash and revolutionary mea- 
sures recently adopted by a convention of the people of 
South Carolina, we deem it a paramount duty to warn 
our fellow citizens against adopting her mischievous po- 
licy.”” 

The president is resolved to execute the laws—the or- 
dinance of South Carolina to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing, and measures are being taken for that purpose. A 
large detachment of the U. S. troops will soon be in gar- 
rison at Charleston, under command of col. Bankhead, 
and it is stated that several revenue cutters and other ves- 
sels are prepared to assist. Gen. Scott was at Charles- 
ton, but had proceeded to Savannah—for what purpose is 
not stated. It is reported that many persons were pre- 
paring to leave Charleston, with such of their property 
as they can take away with them. Alli who do not disa- 
vow their alleyiance to the United States, are disfranchis- 
ed by the ordinance. Gen. Hayne has been elected go- 
vernor of the state. 

We have had some reports of excesses at Charleston, 


of “appeals to force,” and fatal effects from them: but 
they are, at least, premature. 





Baier Notices. William C. Rives, late minister to 
France, has been elected a senator of the United States, 
from Virginia, in the place of Mr. Tazewell, resigned. 
It was thought that Mr. Randolph would have been cho- 
sen, but his friends did not bring him forward. There 
was no regular opposition to Mr. Rives. 

Thomas H. Benton has been re-elected a senator in 


congress. His vote was 46, and the whole number 
eet him 22. The Jackson and Van Buren ticket of 
e 


rg succeeded in Missouri by a majority of about 
John Black, appointed a senator of the United States, 
y the governor of Mississippi, in the recess of the le- 
gislature, has taken his seat, in the place of Mr. Ellis, 
appointed a judge in the United States court, at the last 
session of congress. 

_ltis very strongly asserted, that the editor of the “New 
York Standard” had the president’s message in type, be- 
ré It was presented to congress—and directly charged, 
that great speculations, alias swindlings, were made on 
Coutracted-for sales of the stock of the bank of the Unit- 








a have heard it suggested, that Georgia, having accomplish- 
rs purposes as to the Cherokees and their lands, would re- 
®ase the missianaries and so end the present case before the 


ed States, by those let into the secret of the eontents of 
the message!!! ‘The statements on this subject have 
reached a point at which it would seem that the truth or 
falschood of these reports must soon be established. At 
present, we cannot do more than thus notice them. 

In the month of October last, seven wolves and as many 
bears, were killed in the town of Sandwich, New Hamp- 
shire. ‘The former had killed more than seventy sheep, 
and mangled many more. : 

Gideon Lee, esq. (oentytiee to arrangements previous- 
ly made in caueus!) has been elected mayor of New York, 
and the choiee seems to give general satisfaction. The 
votes were for Mr. Lee 19, Mr. Bowne, present mayor, 
5, and 2 blanks. 

A bank, with a capital of $1,000,000, has been estab- 
lished at Havana. Money is received on deposit, and 
one per cent. allowed the depositor, though it may be 
ns A. st at pleasure. ‘The premium on diseounts is at 
the rate of 10 per cent. per annum. It is under eharge 
of three directors. 

The United States Gazette says—We understand that 
one of the locomotives on the New Castle rail road, car- 
ried across the road on Saturday, Vee 1), 14 cars, con- 
taining 150 passengers, 60 thousand dollars in specie, and 
about five tons of baggage. Notwithstanding a tremen- 
dous gale of wind ahead, the distance was performed in 
one hour and twenty minutes. 

The Maine papers have been making considerable 
clatter about a coal mine, said to have been found on the 
Kennebec river in that state. It turns out to be one of 
those mines so plenty in all New England—a stone ledge. 
The rock is of that species denominated Schorl—black, 
crumbling, and somewhat resembling coal; but it will no 
more ignite than the north west corner of gs , 

rG a 

Josiah Quincy, esq. under date of Cambria » Mass. 
28th Nov. 1832, says—The subscriber has received from 
general Lafayette a letter stating that ‘ta Frenchman of 
the name of Milleret, a merchant, was an inhabitant of 
Boston about fifty years ago, and died there at the age of 
94 years, and that an estate of 500,000 frances depends 
upon information to be obtained concerning him.” 

It is requested that any information concerning Milleret 
may be addressed to Nathaniel G. Snelling, esq. Boston, 
or Mr. Quincey. 

One young woman was killed, and another barely es- 
caped death, by the use of charcoal in their bed-room, at 
Troy. 

in, the town of Mansfield, Conn. the past season, raw 
silk has beer grown to the value of $35,000. 

Abraham Shelby, of Milford, Bucks county, Pa. has 
an orchard of 3,000 white mulberry trees. 

The Troy steam tow-boat lately arrived at New York 
with seven freight-barges, earrying two thousand tons of 
goods. The navigation of the canals is closed by ice. 

A regular war lately took place between the seamen, 
on the one part, and the Irishmen, on the other, at Port- 
land, Maine. ‘The latter were defeated, and scattered, 
and not to be found by the victors. 

Five natives of the Sandwich islands arrived at Salem 
in the Charles Dagget, from Manilla—they were attached 
to the brig Niagara, while trading in the Paeific, and are 
hardy, robust men. 

A rendezvous is opened at Philadelphia for the enlist- 
ment of 500 men for the United States Army. 

Three arks laden with coal, and one laden with salt, 
were sunk, within a few days past, in attempting to pass 
the Nanticoke dam, on the north branch of the Susque- 
hannah. 

The property left by madame Bonaparte to Joseph, as 
the head of the family, is valued at 79 millions of franes, 
or more than 154 millions of dollars. 

There was a slight fall of snow, at Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas on the 7th November, the earliest ever known in 
that territory. , 

The steam boat Portsmouth has exploded on the Ohio, 
aud several lives are reported to have been lost. 

oO Bt 
FOREIGN NEWS. 
From London papers to the 24th October, inclusive. 
GREAT BRITIAN AND IRELAND. 
Discontents are said to existin the British army, and many 





Supreme court—but the preceding statement does not justify 
such a conclusion. (Ep. Ree. 


soldiers are reported to be in eonfinement because of things 
connected with political feelings. 
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There have been great floods in the north of England, espe 
eially in the Caldew, by which many manufacturing establish- 
ments were injured or destroyed. 


Ireland remains in a horrid state. The county of Kilkenny 
was in a state of open rebellion, “and the Protestant had no 
safety for his life or property.”? Mobs of persons broke open 
houses, to beat or murder their inmates. On the other hand, 
there are brisk movements of troops, and a resolution 1s mani- 
fest to enforce the laws—for the people now as well oppose the 
payment of rents as tithes. ' 

ce observe Mr. Maurice O’Connel, son to the celebrated re- 
former, has married a Protestant lady, with an income of £1,400 
sterling, growing out of tithes. ‘The following is from the Lon- 
don Evening Mail, of the 22d October, on that subject: 

“And will Maurice, himself a patriot upon a small scale, the 
son of the redoubtable liberator—the greatest man that ever liv- 
ed—condescend to accept money wrung from the widow’s 
blanket, and extracted from the orphan’s potato-pot? (This is 
the slang of the party.) Ay will he, and be right glad to catch 
it; and there is little doubt that two or three more such wind 
falis to the family would render tithes easy of collection, and 
bring them into repute, as a very pretty and well-circumstanced 
description of property. Mr. Scott, the father-in-law of Mr. 
Maurice O’Connel, is a very considerable lay improprietor in 
the county of Clare, and this settlement upon his new con- 
nexion proves him any thing than a foolish calculator.”’ 


American stocks. In London on the 18th of October. Unit- 
ed States bank shares, £24 10s.a £94 15s. Three per cents, 
90; Penn. fives, 110 a 111}; Philadelphia fives, city stock, 104; 
Ohio fives, 106}; sixes, 1164; Mississippi, 111. 


HOLLAND AND BELGIUM. 

Things remain as they were—unsettled. 

be edo on results. A great quantity of speculative matter is 

afloat—as usual. It seems probable that the Dutch ports will 

be blockaded by a combined English and French squadron. 
PORTUGAL. 

There is no news from Portugal—but a London paper reports 
that an action had taken place between the fleets of Pedro and 
Miguel, in which the latter suffered much. Large bodies of 
recruits were leaving England to join Pedro, at Oporto, with 
many horses, &c. Also some respectable officers aud surgeons. 


MEXICO. 

Gen. Pedraza, invited by gen. Santa Anna to return and re- 
assume the presidency, was received with great enthusiasm at 
Vera Cruz. Santa Anna, who with a force of from 8,000 to 15,000 
men (as variously reported) was besieging the city of Mexico, 
had raised the siege and gone in pursuit of Bustamente. It 
was believed that the latter would be defeated, and his party 
oe down. Bustamente had already suffered much loss in a 

attle with gen. Cueste, and was also pursued by gen. Monte- 
zuma—but the first named bad previously gained some import- 
ant advantages in the battle of Gallinero. Bustamente is called 
the ‘‘usurper.’’ 


No calculation can 
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TWENTY -SECOND CONGRESS—SECOND SESSION. 
SENATE. 

December 6. The president Jaid before the senate the fol- 
lowing message, received from the president of the United 
States: 

Washington, December 6, 1832. 
To the senate of the United States: 

I avail myself of this early opportunity to return tothe senate, 
in which it originated, the bill entitled ‘‘an act providing for the 
final settlement of the claims of states for interest on advances 
to the United States made during the late war,’’ with the rea 
sons which induced me to withhold my approbation, in conse- 
quence of which, it has failed to become a law. 

This bill was presented to me for my signature on the last day 
of your session, and when I was compelled to consider a varicty 
of other bills of greater urgency to the publie serviee. It ob- 
viously embraced a principle in the allowance of interest dif- 
ferent from that which had been sanctioned by the practice of 
the accounting officers, or by the previous legislation of con- 
gress, in regard to advances by the states, and without any ap- 
parent grounds for the change. 

Previously to giving my sanction to so great an extension of 
the practice of allowing interest upon accounts with the go- 
vernment, and which, in its consequences, and from analogy, 
might not only call for large payments from the treasury, but 
disturb the great mass of individual accounts long since finally 
settled, I deemed it my duty to make a more thorough investiga- 
tion of the subject than it was possible for me to do previously 
to the.close of your last session. I adopted this course the more 
readily, from the consideration that as the bill contained no ap- 
propriation, the states which would have been entitled to claim 
its benefits, could not have received them without the fuller le- 
gislation of congress. 

The principle which this bill authorises, varies not only from 
the practice uniformly adopted by many of the aceounting of- 
ficers in the case of individual accounts, and in those of the 
states finally settled and closed previously to your last session, 
but also from that pursued under the act of your last session, 
for the adjustment and settlement of the claims of the state of 
South Carolina. This last act preseribed no particular mode for 
the allowance of interest, which, therefore, in conformity with 
the directions of congress in previous cases, and with the uni- 
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form practice of the auditor by whom the account was settie, 
was computed on the sums expended by the state of 8. Carolina 
for the vse and benefit of the United States, and which had been 
repaid to the state, and the payments made by the United State, 
were deducted from the principal sums, exclusive of the inty. 
rest; thereby stopping future interest on so much of the prip. 
cipal as had been reimbursed by the payment. 

{ deem it proper, moreover, to observe, that both under the 
act of the Sth of August, 1790, and that of the 12th of February 
1793, authorising the settlement of the accounts between jj; 
United States and the individual states, arising out of the wa, 
of the revolution, the interest on these accounts was compute; 
in conformity with the practice already adverted to, and fro, 
which the bill now returned is a departure. 

With these reasons and considerations, I return the bili to tie 
senate. ANDREW JACKSON, 

On motion of Mr. Smith, the message was ordered to be qi 
on the table, and printed. 

December 10. Mr. Clay appeared to-day, and took his seay, 

The following were announced as the standing comunittees 
during the session. 

Foreign relations—Messrs. Forsyth, King, Bell, Mangum ay 
Tomlinson. 

On finance—Messrs. Smith, Tyler, Silsbee, Johnston and For. 
syth. 

‘ ~ commerce—Messrs. King, Dudley, Silsbee, Johnston and 
ibb. 

On manufactures—Messrs. Dickerson, Clay, Knight, Mille; 
and Seymour. 

On agriculture—Messrs. Seymour, Brown, Robinson, Waggi. 
man and Foot. : 

On military affairs—Messrs. Benton, Troup, Kane, Claytoy 
and ‘Tipton. 

On the militia—Messrs. Robinson, Claytop, Waggaman, Clay 
and Hendricks. 

On naval affairs-—Messrs. Dallas, Smith, Robbins, Webster 
and Bibb. 

On public lands—Messrs. Kane, Tipton, Moore, Holmes and 
Prentiss. 

On private land claims—Messrs. Poindexter, Naudain, Pren- 
tiss, Ruggles and Knight. 

On Indian affairs—Messrs. Troup, Benton, Poindexter, Wi. 
kins and Frelinghuysen. 

On claims—Messrs. Ruggles, Bell, 
Moore. 

On the judiciary—Messrs. Wilkins, Webster, Frelingliuysen, 
Grundy and Manguin. 

On the post office and post roads—Messrs. Grundy, Hill, Ewing, 
Tomlinson and Buckner. 

On roads and canals—Messrs. Hendricks, Sprague, Dallas, 
Hill and Buckner. 

On pensions—Messtrs. Foot, Chambers, Dickerson, Sprague 
and Poindexter. 

On the Dyastrict of Columbia—Messrs. Chambers, Tyler, 
Holmes, Clayton and Miller. 

On the contingent fund—Messtrs. Knight, Dudley and Tomli 
son. 

On engrossed Inlls—Messrs. Robbins, Robinson and Ewing. 


Mr. Moore offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be instructed 0 
ingure into the expediency of bringing in a bill reducing th 
price of the public lands, so as to authorise its sale at suc! 
price only as will reimburse the United States for the curren! 
annual expenditure for administering the land system, and dis- 
charging the Indian annuities, and also for securing to actu! 
settlers, a pre-emption rightto their improvements at such price 
as may be established. 

Parts of the president’s message were referred to the differen! 
committees. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Benton, was taken 
up and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be directed (0 
communicate ta the senate the monthly statement of the & 
fairs of the bank of the United States, from June to November, 
inclusively. 

[All other proceedings of this day will sufficiently appeat™ 
future notices. } 

December 11. Mr. Bibb, of Ky. Mr. Clayton, of Del. and Mr 
Forsyth, of Geo. appeared and took their seats. 

Mr. Clay rose and said, it would be recollected that daring 
the last session a bil! had passed the senate, which originated 
in the committee on manufactures, to appropriate, for a limited 
time, the proceeds arising from the sales of the public lands. 
Ata very late period of the session this bill was sent to tle 
other house; and owing, probably, to that circumstance, and 
probably to some other causes, the bill had not been definitively 
acted on by that house. Rather, he would say, there had bee! 
no express decision of the house for, or against the bill. _ It was 
indefinitely postponed. He was desirous of again attaining the 
sense of the senate on this question,and should it be in accord- 
ance with the vote of the last session, to afford the other 
house the opportunity of a more full examination and discus 
sion of the bill. 

He therefore gave notice that he would, to-morrow, ask lea 
to introduce a bill to appropriate for a limited time the procee 
of the public lands. 

Mr. Hendricks presented a petition relative to the purchase vy 
the United States of the stock in the Louisville and Portla® 
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- whi referred to the committee on roads and canals. 
cnn inion eurveant to notice, asked and obtained Jeave to 
introduce a bill to provide for the satisfaction of claims due to 
certain American citizens for spoliations committed by France 
on their commerce, prior to the 30th September, 1600. 

Ordered to be referred to a select committee of five members. 

Mr. Benton presented a petition from ceriain citizens, praying 
that the stock held in the Louisville and Ohio canal might be 
purchased, and the canal made free; which was ordered to be 
rinted and referred to the committee on roads and canals. 
P After some other business which will sufficiently appear in 
its progress, the senate proceeded to the election of a chaplain, 
and on the 4th ballot the vote stood thus—for the rev. Dr. Pise, 
92. rev. Mr. Russell, 12, rev. Mr. Hatch, 4; so Dr. Pise was 
elected. [He is a distinguished and much respected clergyman 
of the Roman Catholic persuasion. } , 

The senate spent some time in executive business, and then 
adjourned. ye ae 

December 12. Mr. John Black, a senator from Mississippi, in 
the room of Mr. Ellis, appeared to-day, was qualified, and took 
yy presented the petition of certain citizens pray- 
ing that the Louisville and Ohio canal may be made free; which 
was referred to the committee on roads and canals. 

Mr. Clay, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill to apeeepriese; for a limited time, the proceeds of 
the sale of the public lands in the United States, and for grant- 
ing lands to certain states. 

The bill is the same as that which passed the senate, and was 
indefinitely postponed in the house, at the lastsession. On mo- 
tion of Mr. Kane, it waa referred to the committee on public 
lands, [not to the committee on manufactures, upon whom the 
subject was forced, and who reported this bill!) 

Mr. Chambers asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
providing for the final settlement of the claims of states for in 
terest on advances made to the United States during the late 
war. 

The bill was read, and ordered to a second reading, 

The resolutions offered yesterday were taken up and agreed 
to--and leave to introduce a good many bills obtained. All 
which will sufficiently appear hereafter. The senate spent 
some time in executive business. 

December 13. The resolution offered by Mr. Moore, to insti- 
tute an inquiry into the propriety of reducing the price of the 
public lands, was taken up and agreed to. 

Mr. Smith, instructed by the committee on finance, offered the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be directed, with 
as little delay as may be, to furnish the senate with the projet of 
a bill for reducing the duties levied upon imports, in conformity 
with the suggestions made by him in his annual report. 

The resolution lies on the table. 

A communication from the commissioner of the public build- 
ings was received, shewing the expenditures out of the appro- 
priations of the Jast session. 

Many small or preparatory matters were attended to. 

The joint resolution offered by Mr. Smith, to provide for 
printing the annual statements of commerce and navigation was 
then taken up. 

Mr. Smith’s object was toimpose a penalty on such officers as 
should delay their returns—but Mr. Holmes thought, as there was 
power to remove offenders, for neglect of duty, any proceeding 
- a was unnecessary—and so the resolution was laid on 

1€ table. 

After sometime spent in executive husiness-—Mr. Poinderter 
moved to re-consider the order of the senate to adjourn till 
Monday, for the purpose of giving an opportunity, on to-morrow, 
for the adoption of the resolution offered to-day by Mr. Smith, 
from the committee on finance. 

Mr. Holmes opposed the motion. Mr. Poinderter’s object was 
to dispoze of the resolution—he thought that to call upon a secre- 
tary for a bill, was derogatory to the character of the senate. Mr. 
Tyler held a different opinion in this particular ease, and briefly 
fave his reasons for so thinking. Mr. Mangum opposed hoth 
the motion to re-consider and the resolution itself. He was not 
Willing to call upon any body to report a bill but the regular 
committees of the senate. He would not call on any branch 
of the government for the projet of a bill. ‘The motion to re- 
consider was lost—ayes 17, noes 18; and the senate adjourned to 
Monday, ns previously determined. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
e Monday, Dec. 10. Mr. Drayton and Mr. McDuffie, of South 
arolina, Mr. Mee Jarty, of Indiana, and Mr. Allen, of Virginia, 
Appeared this day. 
rhe following committees were announced to have been ap- 
pointed by the speaker in pursuance of the order of the house 
of Thursday last: 
" elections—Messrs. Claiborne, Randolph, Holland, Griffin, 
ethune, Collier and Arnold. 
On ways and means—Messts. Verplanck, Ingersoll, Gilmore, 
Alexander, Wilde, Gaither and Polk. 
el claims—Messrs. Whittlesey, Barber, McIntire, Thrie, Ren- 
ier, Dayan and Grennell. 
commerce—Messrs. Cambreleng, Howard, Sutherland, 
ton, Davis, of Mass. Jarvis and Harper. 


p public lands—Messrs. Wickliffe, Duncan, Clay, Irvin, Boon, 
lummer and Mason, 


New 
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On the post office and post roads—Messrs. Conner, Russell, 
Pearce, Hammons, Kavanaugh, Doubleday and Roane. 

On the District of Columbia—Messrs. Washington, Semmes, 
Armstrong, Chinn, Jenifer, Wm. B. Shepard, and McKennon. 

On the judiciary—Messrs. Bell, Ellsworth, Daniel, Foster, 
Gordon, Beardsley and Coulter. 

On revolutionary claims—Messrs. Muhlenburgh, Nuckolls, 
Crane, Bates, of Massachusetts, Standifer, Marshall, and New- 
nan. 

On public expenditures—Messrs. Hall, of North Carolina, Da- 
ae, Lyon, Thomson, of Ohio, Pierson, Henry King and 

riggs. . 

On private land claims—Messrs. Johnson, of Tennessee, Coke, 
Stanberry, Mardis, Carr, Bullard and Ashley. ; 

On manufactures—Messrs. Adams, Hoffman, Lewis Condict, 
Findlay, Horn, Worthington and Barbour, of Virginia. _ 

On agriculture—Messrs. Root, McCoy, of Virginia, Smith, of 
Pennsylvania, Chandler, Wheeler, McCoy, of Pennsylvania, and 
Tompkins. ° 

On Indian oe Lewis, Thompson, of Georgia, 
Angel, Storrs, Lecompte, Kennon and Hawkins. 

On military affairs—Messrs. Johnson, of Kentucky, Vance, 
Blair, of South Carolina, Speight, Adair, Ward and Thomas, of 
Louisiana. 

On naval affairs—Messrs. Anderson, White, of New York, 
Milligan, Watmough, Patton, Dearborn, Lansing. 

On foreign affuirs—Messrs. Archer, Everett, of Massachu- 
setts, Taylor, Crawford, Barnwell, Wayne, Thomas, of Mary- 
land. 

On territorices—Messrs. Kerr, Creighton, Williams, Hunting- 
ton, Allan, of Kentucky, Potts and John King. 

On revolutionary pensions—Messrs. Hubbard, Isacks, Denny, 
Pendleton, Bucher, Soule and Choate. 

On invalid pensions—Messrs. Burges, Ford, Evans, of Maine, 
Reed, of New York, Dewart, Slade and Southard. 

On roads and canals—Messrs. Mercer, Blair, of Tennessee, 
Letcher, Vinton, Craig, Leavitt and Jewett. 

On revisal and unfinished business—Messrs. Reed, of Massa- 
chusetts, Bouck and Silas Condict. 

On accounts—Messrs. Bergen, Burd and Hodges, 

The house proceeded to the election of a sergeant-at-arms. 
On the Sth ballot, T. B. Randolph had 31 votes, W. J. MeCor- 
mick 27, W.C. Bobinson 18, W. A. Gordon 17, W. H. Camp- 
bell 7, James P. Heath 4, Joel Bailey 11, J. Nye 14, B. Hoe 5, 
C. Beston 4, W. Coxe 2, D. Brearley 7,8. Handy, jun. 6, Moses 
Poor 1, F. 8S. Meyer 11, W. Pechin 1. At the 9th ballot the 
votes were, for T. B. Randolph 95, W. J. MeCormick 90, and J. 
Bailey 2—so Mr. Randolph was elected. 

{There was a pretty brisk debate this day on certain proposed 
references of the president's message, and especially on that 
part which relates to the bank of the United States, in which 
Messrs. Wickliffe, Wayne, Cambreleng, Hoffman, Burges and 
Polk took part. (We cannot make room for a sketch of the re- 
marks of the gentlemen.) Mr. Wickliffe explained the matters 
belonging to the 3 per cent. stocks, of which something will be 
said hereafter: and Mr. Burges, among other things said—-that 
he had hoped this bank question was settled, and that the cor- 
poration might have been suffered to pass into its obituary con- 
dition, without being further baited and hunted by its enemies. 
The house had last year been deeply and anxiously engaged in 
the investigation of its concerns, and yet, when’ the result was 
known, the house had ordered no inquiry before a jury, though 
that was what it would have done, and ought to have done, had 
the bank been guilty of a violation of its charter. Did the se- 
cretary of the treasury now believe that the bank had violated 
its charter? If he did, then it was the duty of the president to 
send the inquiry toa jury. Was the house about to take that 
question from a jury to themselves? If the president had sus- 
picions, why did not he send the bank to a jury? 

* * * Was this investigation designed to make men cau- 
tions, and to enable the bank to pay its bills? He could believe 
no such thing. Noman could be ignorant that every inquiry 
into a monied institution tended to lower its credit, and unless 
the people scouted the inquiry, conceiving it to be a mere _poli- 
tical scheme, the effect of the measure must, and would be, to 
produce arun on the bank—to destroy its means—to drain all 
the specie from its vanits, and thereby occasion the utter and 
inevitable ruin of millions of people in the course of a few 
months. No, ericd Mr. B.; give to the bank what vou would 
give to a common highwayman and robber—a trial by jury. Put 
it upon the country, and let that country say whether it has, or 
has not, forfeited its charter. 

The committee rose without coming to any decjsion, 

During the sitting, the following letter was transmitted by the 
eecretary of the treasury—shewing the result ofan inquiry which 
he had instituted into the aflairs of the bank: 

Philadelphia, Dec. 4, 1832, 
To the secretary of the treasury: 

Taking the geveral mouthly statement of the Ist November 
1832, as the basis of all my inquiries, | proceeded to examine it 
by comparing the original statements on Which it is based. [ft 
may be remarked that it is a mere compendium of the monthly 
statement of the bank and its branches; and as they are regu- 
larly transmitted by law, to the treasury department, it is at all 
times in your power to direet its verification under your own 
immediate eye. 

As, however, the statement is in its nature very complicated 
and embraces a variety of matter of account not easily compre- 
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hended, I have presented two analysises of it, marked A and B. 
That marked B shows, in a manuer which cannot be misunder- 
stood, the liabilities of the bank to the public, and the assets of 
the bank to satisfy them. The former amount to $37,296,950 20, 
and the fund to meet them $79,593,870 97; showing an excess 
of $42,296,920 77, to meet any demands on the institution, as 
all its habilides must be first paid in case of its insolvency or 
dissolution, before the stockholders can receive any part of their 
subscription. ‘Thus far I consider my report as complying with 
that part of your letter directing the investigation ‘‘so as to as- 
certain tse security of the public money and the solvency of the 
bank,”’ neither of which can, in my opinion, admit of a doubt. 

Document marked C exhibits, in a distinct manner, all the 
bills of exchange, purchased and on hand, at the offiees of Pitts- 
burgh, Cincinnati, Lexington, Louisville, Nashville, St. Louis, 
Natchez, New Orleans, and Mobile, and at the places at which 
they are payable. 

Document marked D shows the state of the discounts on per- 
sonal security, and the bills of exchange, at the bank and its 
branches, during the last twelve months. 

Documents marked E, F, and G, contain the reports of the 
committee on the offices, under dates of 24th April and 27th, 
July 27th, September 2ist, and 20th November, and illustrate the 
views of the board of directors as to the general business of the 
bank and its offices. 

Decuments marked H, I, K, L, and M, contain extracts of 
letters to and froin the cashier of the bank and the cashiers of 
the western offices, elucidating the course of trade with refer- 
ence to the bills of exchange, &c. &c. &e. of the western coun- 
try, and will be useful to a right understanding of the great and 
dncreasing importance of that portion of the union. 

No opinion to be relied on with any certainty, as to the secu- 
rity of the debt due the bank in the western country, could be 
given by me, or any other person here; but placing reliance on 
the cashiers of the different offices, and the respectable gentle- 
men composing their different directions, and comparing the 
amount of suspended debt, for years past, with the vast amount 
of business and profit, and adding thereto my own knowledge 
of the general business of the western country, [ do not hesitate 
to say, that I consider the debt in a safe and wholesome state, 
and that a greater amount of loss need not be apprehended from 
it, than from a similar mass distributed in the cities of the AUlan- 
tic frontier. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

HENRY TOLAND. 
Louis McLane, esq. secretary of the treasury, Washington city. 

Tuesday, Dec. 11. Numerous petitions ard memorials were 

presented and referred to various committees. Among them 


was one by Mr. Stewart, of Pennsylvania, praying for a sub- 
scription of one million of dollars toward the stock of the western 
section of the Chesapeake and Ohio cana!. 


The resolution offered by Mr. E. Everett, on Thursday last, 
was taken up, and agreed to, after some remarks had been inade 
by him in explanation of it. 

On motion of Mr. Boon, 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of reducing and graduating the 
price of such of the public lands of the United States as shail or 
may have been five years subject to sale at private entry; and 
also, to inquire into the expediency of surrendering the refuse 
public lands, after a given period, to the states respectively in 
which they are.situated. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, offered the following: 

Resolved, That the committee on public iands be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reducing the price of such por- 
tions of the public lands as have been offered at public sale, 
and have remained unsold for the period of five years and up- 


Resolved, further, That said committee inquire into the ex- 
pediency of relinquishing to the respective states in which they 
are situated, such portions of the public lands as may have been 
offered at public sale, and being subject to private entry, have 
remained nnsold for the period of ten years. 

These resolutions produced a good many desultory remarks 
—after which the whole subject was postponed until Monday 
next. 

Mr. Mardss offered the following: 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be instrueted 
to inquire into the expediency of granting to the settlers on the 
publie lands of the United States, a right of pre-emption to their 
bry: improvements. 

nd be it further resolved, That the committee on the public 
lands inquire into the expediency of permitting the citizeus of 
the several townships of the United States entitled to section 
sixteen, for the purpose of schools, where the same is sterile 
and valueless, to surrender such section to the United States, 
and select from the unsold lands, within the limits of the state 
where the section surrendered may be, another in lieu thereof. 

Mr. Root, of N. Y. said he had hoped the house would have 
been sufferred to rest, upon this subject of the public lands, 
until a bill should come up for consideration, which now lay 
over from the last session, and which provided for the disposi- 
tion of the avails of the public lands, on the presumption that 
they should continue to be sold as heretofore. The present re- 
solution was not, he perceived, quite so charming as its prede- 
eessor. This proposed te inquire as to disposing of the public 
domain to a certain description of persons sometimes called, in 
that hall, “‘Pioneers;’’ but who were known in his own state by 
the more humble name of ‘‘Squatters’’—persons who, without 
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law, and against law, had intruded on the lands of the Up; 

States, and whom it was proposed to quiet in their Poss Nited 
by conferring upon them a title to the land which they hea 
tained by irespass. Mr. R. said he would not consent eve: Ob- 
a coinmittee should inquire into the propriety of rewardiy, that 
for breaking the laws of their country. He was indeed te 
aware that there existed, and had existed for this long ti wet 
strong desire to dispose of the public lands for less than th: 
value, and for nothing at all. But here came a PrOpositio eir 
deprive the ‘good old thirteen” of that which rightfully belo ~ 
ed to gs we % Pe Ong- 

The chair here, at the suggestion of Mr. Speight, arres 
course of Mr. Root’s remarks, as going into the merits. te 

The question was then taken, and the consideration of M 
Mardis’s resolution was postponed until Monday. 

Mr. Wickliffe moved the printing of 10,000 copies of the lette 
the secretary of the treasury, containing the report of the hel 
which he had appointed to examine into the affairs of the ed 
of the United States, [given above.] Mr. Wayme objected ; 
the extra printing—and it failed to obtain two-thirds of the vor . 
of the members present; for it 91, against 62. So the motion 
lies over till to-morrow. u 

Many references of private claims were made to the 
committees. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from Mr. Plai; of 
South Carolina, requesting, for obvious reasons he stated to be 
excused from serving on the committee on military affairs, The 
letter was read, and the request granted by the house, The 
house then adjourned. 
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There are in the house of representatives, besides the stanj. 
ing committees which we have already announced, six ot\yo; 
standing committees appointed at the beginning of each cp. 
gress, and which continue during both sessions, viz: 

On expenditures in the department of state—Messrs. Loy 
Evans, of Pa. and McKay. ) 

On expenditures in the department of the treasury—Mesgys 
Stephens, Wardwell and Fitzgeraid. ° 

On expenditures in the department of war—Messrs. A. H. Shep. 
perd, Mann and Felder. 

On expenditures in the department of the navy—Mesers. Mar. 
well, Hall, of Tenn. and Harper. 

On expenditures in the post office department—Messts. 
Bates, of Maine, and Brodhead, of New York. 

On erpenditures on the public busldings—Measrs. Young, Spence 
and Tracy. 

Wednesday, Dec. 12. The following is the note to the speaker 


on which Mr. Blair was yesterday excused from serving on the 
military committee. 


Hawes, 


Washington, D. C. 11th Dec. 18%. 
Hon. Andrew Stevenson: 


Sir—There are a variety of reasons too obvious to be enume- 
rated, why [I should not act as a member of “‘the committee on 
military affairs’? during the present crisis. 

I therefore ask to be discharged from further service on said 
committee. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JAMES BLAIR, of 8. C. 

Messrs. Davis, of S. C. Lamar, of Geo. and Branch, of N.C. 
have taken their seats; also Mr. Draper, of Va. elected in the 
place of Mr. Johnson, deceased. 

Many petitions were presented this day. 

The following resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Cambre 
leng, came up for consideration: 

Ricslecd, That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
comumiunicate to this house the correspondence with the presi- 
dent of the bank of the United States, and the documents fu- 
nished by the latter relative to the arrangement made in Europ, 
on the part of the bank, for the postponement of the payment 0! 
the three per cent. stock of the United States. 

And the resolution being amended on the motion of Mr. Wie 


liffe,so as to embrace the whole correspondence on the subject, 
was agreed to. 


The resolution yesterday offered by Mr. Wickliffe for the print 
ing of 10,000 copies of the report of the agent of the treasury * 
to the existing condition of the bank of the United States, havi 
been read— é 

After some indirect opposition from Messrs. Cambreleng, Po'; 
and Bates, of Maine, the question was taken (by yeas and nays); 
on a motion to postpone the resolution, and lost, yeas 85, 14)* 
101; and then the resolution was agreed to. 

The rev. William Hammet, of Va. was elected chaplain. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee of the whole; 
Mr. Condict in the chair, and resumed the consideration of the 
resolution proposing to refer so much of the message of the pl* 
sident of the United States as relates to the bank of the United 
States, to a select committee— 

The question being on the following amendment offered by 
Mr. Wayne, viz: 

‘<With power to call for persons, and on the bank and 
branches for papers, and to examine witnesses generally, 10 re- 
ference to the operations of the bank.’ 

On this question an animated debate ensued, of nearly 'W° 
hours duration, in which a number of members took part, 2! 
which reaulted in a rejection of the amendment by a large ™* 

prity. 
4 Mr. Watmough then moved to amend the resolution 0 6 ~ 
refer the subject to the committee of ways and means, inste@ 
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of a select committee; when the committee rose, and the house 
adjourn Dec. 13. After the presentation of several resolu- 
‘ons concerning local or minor matters— 
Mr Wickliffe, of Kentucky, said it would be recollected that 
at the last session of congress a report had been made by a com- 

ittee of which he was a member, touching the provisions in a 
> ty concluded with the Chickasaw Indians, concerning a 
pare salt reservation; which report recommended that the 
a rt, with the original papers concerning the transaction, 
should be transmitted to the senate of the United States (as the 
treaty-making branch of congress). Circumstances now induced 
pim to present this proposition more directly to the house. Mr. 
W. then moved the following resolution: ; 

Resolved, That the clerk of this house be directed to commu- 
nicate to the senate a copy of the report with the original docu- 
ments accompanying the same, made by the committee on the 
public lands upon the subject of the Chickasaw treaty, and the 
reservation of four miles square in said treaty. . 

Mr. Bell, of Ten. opposed the resolution as an interference 
with the duties of the senate, and on that ground only. Mr. 
Wickliffe disclaimed any disposition to invade the constitutional 
prerogatives of the other house, and explained his views on the 
subject. Mr. Clay, of Ala. had no objection to the resolution 
except that which had been taken by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. The question was decided by yeas and nays—-yeas 74, 
nays 91. So Mr. Wickliffe’s motion was lost. 





Military service, in- 


eluding fortifica- 
tions, ordnance, 
Ind’n affairs,pen- 
sions, arming the 
militia and inter- 


nalimprovements 5,655,280 52 
Naval service, in- 

cluding the grade- 

al improvement 

of the navy 3,213,597 98 
Public debt 11,335,857 89 


The expenditures for the fourth 
quarter, including $6,744,199 57 
on account of the public debt, 
are estimated, on data furnish- 
ed by the respective depart- oa 
ments, at $10,°42,774 22 


Making the total estimated expenditures of the 


year $34,611,466 03 





And leaving in the treasury on the Ist of Jan. 
1833, an estimated balance, including the Da- 
nish indemnity, of $1,644,107 93 
This balance, however, includes the funds estimated at 
$1,400,000, heretofore reported by this department,as not ef- 





On motion of Mr. Beli, the house determined that the salary 
of the postmaster of the house should be raised to an equality 
with that of the sergeant-at- arms. 

The speaker laid before the house a communication from the 
treasury department, covering copies of the correspondence oc 
the president of the bank, in relation to the negotiation in Eng- 
iand, with the house of Baring & Brothers. 

Other matters attended to this day will sufficiently appear ia 
future notices of the proceedings of the house. Adjourned. 

REPORT ON THE FINANCES. 

In obedience to the directions of the “act supplementary to 
the act to establish the treasury department,’’ the secretary of 
the treasury respectfully submits the following report: 

I. Of the public revenue and expenditures. 
The receipts into the treasury, from all sources, during the year 

1830, were $24,844,116 Sl 
The expenditures for the same year, including 

paymet. 3 on account of the public debt, were 24,585,281 55 





The balance in the treasury on the Ist of Jan. 


1831, was 6,014,539 75 
The receipts from all sources, during the year 
1831, were 28,526,820 82 
Viz: 
Customs $24,224,441 77 
Lands 


3,210,815 48 
490,000 00 
152,314 04 


Dividends on bank stock 
Incidental receipts 
First and second installment un- 
der the convention with Den- 
mark 449,249 53-——_—_—_ 
Making, with the balance, an aggregate of $34,541,360 57 
The M  aggecmaaantaa for the same year were 30,038,446 12 
iz: 
Civil list, foreign intercourse and 
miscellaneous 
Military service, including forti- 
fications, ordnance, Indian af- 
fairs, pensions, arming the mi- 
_litia and internal improvements 
Naval service, including the gra- 
dual improvement of the navy 3,856,183 07 
Public debt 16,174,378 22- 
Leaving a balance in the treasury on the Ist of 
January, 1832, of 
The receipts into the treasury, 
during the first three quarters 
of the present year, are esti- 





$3,064,646 10 


6,943,238 73 





$4,502,914 45 


— at $23,918,659 51 
iz: 

Customs $21,730,717 99 

Lands 1,610,130 18 

Bank dividends 490,000 00 


Incidental receipts 87,811 34 
The receipts for the fourth quar- 
ter, including the 3d instalment 
of the Danish indemnity, are 


estimated at 87,834,000 00 


Making the total estimated receipts of the year 31,752,659 51 





ective. 

The appropriations remaining unsatisfied, at the close of the 

year, are estimated at $6,308,421 25; but, of this amount, it is 

estimnated by the proper departments— 

1. That the sum of $5,475,202 26 only will be required for 

the objects for which they were appropriated. 

2. That the sum of $652,198 27 will not be required, and may, 

therefore, be considered as an excess of appropriation, and is 

proposed to be applied, without being re-appropriated, in aid of 
the service of the year 1833, as will more fully appear when the 
estimates of the appropriations for that year are presented. 

3. That the sum of $181,020 72 will be carried to the surp)us 
fund, either because the objects for which it was appropriated 
are completed, or because these moneys will not be required 
for, or can no longer be applied to them. 

II. Of the public debt. 

The disbursements on account ofthe public debt during the year 
1832, will amount, as has been already shown, 

to 

Of which there will have been ap- 

plied to the payment of prin- 

cipal $17,302,410 82 

And to interest 777,646 64 
Of this sum, all over the annual appropriation of ten millions 

of dollars will have been applied, with the president’s sanction, 

under the discretionary authority granted by the act of the 24th 

of April, 1830. 

The stocks which will have been redeemed, by the applica- 

tion of this sum, during the year, are as follows:— .. 

The residue of the four and a half per cent. etock, issued under 
the act of the the 24th of May, 1824, being the last of the 

stock, issued for the purchase of Florida $1,739,524 01 

The whole of the three per cent. stock, issued _ 

under the act of the 4th of August, 1790, being 

the last of the funded debt of the revolution 

One half of the exchanged four anda half per 
cent. stock, issued under the act of the 26th of 

May, 1824 

And the whole of the exchanged five per cent. 

stock, issued under the act of the 20th of 

April, 1822 

Which two last mentioned stocks are parts of 

the debts arising out of the late war. 

Also certain portions of the old registered debt, 
which have been presented for payment; be- 
ing part of the unfunded debt of the revolu- 
tion 937 84 
The whole of the public debt, which, by the terms of the se- 

veral loans, the U. States have a right to redeem up to the Ist 

of January next, will have been then paid off: making the en- 
tire sum of about fifty-eight millions of dollars, applied to the 

debt since the 4th of March, 1829. 

On the first of January next, the public debt will 
be reduced to 

Viz: 

1. The funded debt amounts to 

Consisting of the five per 
cents. issued under the 
act of the 3d of March, 

1821, & redeemable af- 

ter the Ist Jan. 1835 $4,735,296 30 


$18,080,057 46 


$13,296,705 76 
$2,227,363 97 


$56,704 77 


$7,001,698 83 
$6,962,660 28 





And, with the balanee on the Ist of Jan. 1832, 
forming an aggregate of 
© expenditures for the first 
three quarters of the present 


$36,255,573 96 


And the residue of the ex- 
changed four and a half 
per cents. issued under 
the act of the 26th of 
May, 1824, and redeem- 
able after the 3ist of 
December, 1833 $2,227,363 98 


2d. The unfunded debt, 








‘ are estimated $23,868,691 81 
Civil list, foreign in- 

tercourse, & mis- 

cellaneous 3,663,955 42 


amounting to $39,038 5 
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Consisting of the register- 
ed debt, being claims 
registered prior to the 
year 1798, for services 
and supplies during the 


revolutionary war, $27,602 46 
Treasury notes, issued 

during the Jate war, 7,116 00 
And Mississippi stock, 4,320 09 


_ These three last sums, composing the unfunded debt, are 
yable on the presentation of the certificates. 
After the Ist of January next, no part of the public debt, ex- 
— the remaining fragments of the unfunded debt, of which 
only small portions are occasionally presented, will be redeema- 
ble before the following year: and, though there will be in the 
treasury during the year ample means to discharge the whole 
debt, they can be applied only to the purchase of stock at the 
ynarket price. {tis now manifest that if the bank shares had 
been sold, and the proceeds applied to this object, the entire 
debt migit, in this manner, have been extinguished within the 
present year. But, it is nevertheless pleasing to reflect that af- 
ter the present year it may be considered as only a nominal 
debt; as the bank shares, which have been actually paid for 
within the last four years by the redemption of the stock sub- 
scribed for them, are greater in value than the whole amount of 
that debt: and the debt itself ceases to be a burthen, inasmuch as 
the dividends derived from the bank shares, yield more to the 
treasury than will be required to pay the interest. The debt 
may, therefore, be considered as substantially extinguished after 
the Ist of January next; which is earlier than was looked for un- 
der the most prosperous and economical administration of our 
affairs that could have been anticipated. It will, nevertheless, be 
gratifying to the national! pride that every thing having even the 
appearance of debt should cease; and measures will therefore be 
adopted to invite the carly presentation of all the outstanding 
stocks, that they may be paid off as fast as the means are re- 
ceived, and the evidences of the public debt finally cancelled. 
It will be a proud day for the American people, when, to all 
these honorable characteristics which have rendered their career 
so memorable among nations, they shall add the rare happiness 
of being a nation without debt. 


III. Of the estimates of the public revenue and cxrpendilures for 
the year 1833. 

The statement already presented shows that the reccipts form 
customs dyring the present year, will exceed the estimate sub- 
mitted at the last session of congress. It is trae that duties to a 
considerable amount received in this year, will hereafter be re- 
turned under the 18th section of the act of the I4th July last for 
altering the duties on imports. But, as tliose duties are not to 
be returned until after the 3d of March next, and as in the 
meantime they will be avaiiable means in the treasury, they 
will be so treated, and the probable amount of them will be de- 
ducted from the estimated amount of the duties receivable in 
1833. 

Notwithstanding the unusually large importations in 1831, 
those of 1832 have also been large—being estimated for the 
year ending on the 30th of September last, at $100,652,677 in 
walye, The exports have somewhat exceeded those during the 
same period in 1831—being estimated at $87,037,943 in value; 
of which $63,074,815 were of domestic, and $23,963,128 of fo- 
reign articles. ‘hese results are not only satisfactory in refer. 
ence to their connection with the finances, but as indicating a 
prosperous condition of commerce. 


The duties which accrued during the first three quarters of 
the present year are estimated at $24,505,000 and those for the 
fourth quarter at $4,891,000. ‘Though the proceeds of these 
duties will form a considerable portion of the receipts into the 
treasury from customs during the year 1833, yet it is to be ob 
served, that, as the terms of credit will be much shortened on 
importations subsequent to the 8d Marel next, a greater portion 
of the duties accruing within the year will be received in that 
year than heretofore. At the same time, the bonds given on 
previous importations, at the present terms of credit, will con- 
tinue to fall due as before: and the combined operation of these 
two causes will increase the proportion which the actual re- 
eeipts within the year will bear to the accruing dutics, relatively 
both to past and to future years, 


From data in possession of the department, it is estimated 
that the duties which will be returned out of the revenue of 1833, 
after the 3d of March next, upon merchandise deposited under 
‘the 18th section of the act of the 14th of July last, may be es- 
timated at $2,500,000. ‘Though these data are necessarily ina 
great degree conjectural, they are sufficient for the present pur- 
pose in the present estimate. It is proper to be remarked, how- 
ever, that if a broader operation be given by congress to the pro- 
visions of that section than it has received at the department, 
the amount will be proportionably increased. 

Aconsiderable reduction, estimated at not less than two hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars, from the amount receivable from 
customs in the present year, has also resulted from the refund- 
ing of duties heretofore collected, and perhaps an equal amount 
from the cancelling of bonds, falling dye on rail road iron, 
agreeably to the act of the last session. But as this has con- 
sisted in part of the drawback of duties taken in previous years, 
the amount forms no criterion for the future. 

It has been shewn that the actual receipts from publie lands 


sented at the last session. The sales were necessarily aie 
by the extensive measures adopted in the western and ae 
western country to expel the recent Indian incursions, Owne 
also, to the want of the returns of surveys and plats, Which tne 
surveyors general found themselves unable to supply, lands e ; 
pected to have been sold were not brought into market, | 3 
believed, however, that the receipts from this source Will be 
somewhat larger next year. : 

According to the best judgment the department is abjp to 
form on the subject, the receipts into the treasury from aij 
sources, during the year 1833, may be estimated at 


24,000 
Viz: om, 1900 09 


Customs $21,000,000 

Public lands 2,500,000 

Bank dividends & incidental and mis- 
cellaneous receipts, of all other kinds 500,000 

The expenditures for the year 1833, for all ob- 
jects, other than the reimbursement of the pub- 
lic debt, are estimated at 

Viz: 

Civil, foreign intercourse, and mis- 
cellaneous 

Military service, including fortifica- 
tions, ordnance, Ind’n affairs, pen- 
sions, arming the militia and in- 
ternal improvements 6,878,790 09 

Revolutionary pensions, under the act of the 7th of June, Igy 
including arrearages from the 4th of March, 1831, in cases jy, 
Which payment has not been made 


17,638,577 


3,045,361 70 


4,000,000 00 
Naval service 3,377,429 38 
Interest on the public debt 336,996 18 


During the year 1833, however, the moneys 
which have been received in the treasury from 
Denmark, within the two last and present 
years, for the payment of the indemnities due 
to American citizens under the convention, 
will be payable, estimated at 

Which, added to the expenditures, will make the 
aggregate charge upon the treasury for the 
year, exclusive of reimbursement of the pub- 
lie debt 18,332,577 3% 
In the year 1833, the first instalment payable under the con- 

vention with France, for indemnities to American citizens, wil 

also be received into the treasury, though it will form no part of 
the disposable means. 

Taking an average of the importations for the last six years as 
a probable criterion of the ordinary importations for some years 
to come, the revenue from customs, at the rates of duty payable 
after the 3d March next, may be estimated at eighteen millions 
annually. The public lands, bank dividends, and other inci- 
dental receipts may be estimated at three millions—making an 
aggregate revenue of about twenty-one millions a year. In the 
last annual report on the state of the finances, the probable ex- 
penses for all objects, other than the public debt, were estimated 
at fifteen millions. This is still believed to be a fair estimate; 
and if so, there will be an annual surplus of six millions of dol- 
lars. 

Still firmly convinced of the truth of the reasons then present- 
ed for a reduction of the revenue to the wants of the governnient, 
lam again urged by a sense of duty to suggest that a further re- 
duction of six millions of dollars be made, to take effect after the 
year 1833. Whether that shall consist altogether of a diminu- 
tion of the duties on imposts, or partly of a relinquishment of 
the public lands as a source of revenue, as then suggested, it 
will be for the wisdom of congress to determine. 

Without adverting in unnecessary details, to the considera- 
tions in favor of lessening the existing duties, which I liad the 
honor to present, as well in the last annual report, as in that 
called for by special resolutions of the house of representatives, 
I deem it proper to observe, that in my own mind these consi- 
derations have lost none of their force, but have derived new 
weight from subsequent reflection. 

The purity and simplicity of the institutions under whieh it 
has pleased Providence to make us a great and prosperous na- 
tion; the few objects—and those of a general nature—to which 
the powers of the federal government can be appropriately ap- 
plied; and the great diversity of interests, which, from their lo- 
cal and geographical position, prevail in the several states, com- 
posing the union, imperiously require that the amount of the 
public expenditure should be regylated by a prudent cconomy, 
and that no greater amount of revenue should be collected from 
the people than may be necessary for such a Scale of expendi- 
ture. 


The main purpose of taxation by the general government, ac- 
cording to the spirit of the constitution, undoubtedly is to pay 
the debts and to provide for the common defence and general 
welfare of the union, by the means confided to congress. It !s 
freely admitted that this power may and ought to be directly eX- 
erted to-counteract foreign legislation injurious to our own eD- 
terprise, and incidentally to protect our own industry, more 
especially those branches ‘“‘necessary to preserve within our- 
selves the means of national defence and independence.” And, 
although the exercise of the power in either case must necessa- 
rily depend upon the cause which may call it forth, the powers 
of taxation imposing large and permanent burthens for the en- 


694,000 0 





during the present year will fall much short of the estimate pre- 
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<< eee 
ad ities—consistently with a proper regard to the 
slender rt of all: and itis nat to be ecuneien that a perma- 
equa system of high protecting duties directly tends to build up 
y eon” classes, ultimately prejudicial to the safety of the state. 
a er impressed with these reflections, which are now ren- 
dered more urgent, by the reduced and limited demands of the 
ublic service, I had the honor, at the last session of congress, 
10 recommend a reduction of the duties to the revenue standard. 
The force of these and similar considerations, and of that re- 
commendation, may be supposed to have received, at that time, 
the sanction of congress, and to have formed a motive of the act 
of the 14th of July last; notwithstanding it was not then deemed 
practicable fully to adopt the recommendation of the depart- 
ment. By that act, however, besides the positive reduction 
poth in the rate and in the amount of duty, the expediency of 
adapting the revenue to the expenditure, and of equalizing the 
ublic burthens, was, to a great extent, acknowledged, and the 
oppressive system of minimums was, for the most part, abolish- 
ed. By that act, also, those articles principally necessary for 
the maintenance and elothing of the laborers of the south and 
southwest, were, to a certain degree relieved; and, both by its 
direct enactments, and as incident to its main scope, it encou- 
raged an increased consumption of such articles as depended for 
their fabrication upon the raw materials and productions of the 
south. Toextend and improve the demand for those produc- 
tions, by substituting, as far as practicable in general use, cot- 
ton fabrics, for those made of materials from other countries, 
was not an unimportant object of the bill presented from this 
department. , : 
in the reduction then recommended, the necessity of adapting 
the proposed changes to the safety of existing establishments, 
© raised up under the auspices of past legislation, and deeply in- 
> volving the interests of large portions of the union, was distinct- 
> ly recognized; and it is still deemed to be not less imperious, in 
the further changes which may be considered expedient. Such 
> necessity, however, arises rather from a just and prudent regard 
>) to the rights and interests of the whole community, than from 
> any absolute pledge of the national faith uncontrolled by circum- 
stances. The principles of our republican institutions discoun- 
"> tenance any system of legislation not in the nature of a compact. 
independent of the popular will, tendiug to defeat the action of 
the constituent upon the representative, and to exclude the ope- 
ration of changes in the condition of public affairs, or in public 
opinion, upon the national councils. In this, as in all other in- 
stances, the causes which call for the legislative action must de- 
termine its duration; and that legislation, especially, which con- 
fers favors upon particular classes, has no other claim to perma- 
nence than its tendency to advance the interests and prosperity 
of the whole. 


To aid American enterprise, in every branch of labor, and, by 
seasonable encouragement, to foster and preserve within our- 
selves the means of national defence and independence, led to 
the protective system in the infancy of the government. ‘T'o 
counteract the policy and rivalry of foreign nations, and to pre- 
veut their prejudicial influence upon American industry; to in- 
demnify the latter against the superior skill and capital and 
cheapness of labor in older and more experienced countries; and 
to succor American capital which the events of the last war had 
devoted to manufacturing employments, recommended an occa- 
sional extension of that policy, which has been liberally enjoved 
by the manufacturing elasses, since the act of the 4th of Juiy, 
1789. In the course of that time, however, the capital and re- 
soarces of the country have augmented in a ratio beyond the 
expectations and hupes of the most sanguine. American enter 
prise and ingenuity are, every where, proverbially the objects of 
/admiration, and in many branches maintain, without extraordi 
nary aid, a successful competition with those of other nations. 
By the abundance of provisions in the United States, and the 
Furprising increase of population, the wide spread facilities of 
water power, the improvements as well in personal skill as in 
machinery of all kinds, and the general advancement and diffu- 
sion of all the lights of arts and science; and the reduction of 
duty both on the raw material and other articles of consumption, 
the cost of labor and production have not only been lessened, 
but i @ great measure equalized: and, in this view of the sub- 
ject, itis not perceived that there can now exist the same ne- 
fessity for high protecting duties as that which was consulted in 
our past legislation. To perpetuate a system of encouragement, 
tic. out of a different state of things, would be to confer ad- 
where upon the manufacturing which are not enjoyed by any 
ree oye of labor in the United States, and to convert the 
of seed bounty of the government into permanent obligations 

j sht—acquiring strength in proportion to their continuance. 
wma be conceded that when the fair rate of profit attendant 
con sagacious employment of capital in the United States, 
as ee ascertained, it may be wise so far to protect any 
me nt branch against the injurious effects of foreign ri- 
ania be may be necessary to preserve for it the same rate of 
lepislati, is enjoyed by the others. If, however, by protective 
be enabled or otherwise, the proprietor of an actual capital shall 
profitably to employ it in manufactures as advantageously and 

. could, as in any other branch of labor, all things considered, 
Which whe. reasonably demand more. ‘The rate of pretection 
rowed cea d enable manufacturing labor, conducted upon bor- 
the regul pital, to indemnify the lender, and in addition, to realize 
due far ar rate of profit for itself, would not merely confer un- 

Or upon the manufacturer, at the expense of every other 
yment, but bring the influence of the capitalist in direct 
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conflict with the general mass of the people. It might even be 
apprehended that by such means there would be an aceumulation 
of power in the hands of particular classes, strong enough to 
control the government itself. If these observations are entitled 
to respect, little doubt is entertained that in a tariff framed on 
proper principles, the reduction of six millions now recommend- 
ed, may for the most part, be made upon those commonly de- 
nominated protected articles, without prejudice to the reasona- 
ble claims of existing establishments. 

By the act of the 14th of July last, the anomaly in the tariff of 
the United States, by which heavy and burthensome duties were 
imposed upon the raw materials, and especially upon the article 
of wool, was continued; and the necessity was thereby created 
of retaining upon the manufactured article a higher degree of 
protection than would otherwise have been necessary. An ad- 
herence to this anomaly, instead of —— the burthens of 
the people, augments that of the consumer by increasing the 
number of favored classes. Proper attention to the facility and 
cheapness of producing, and the amount actually produced, of 
the raw material in the United States, and an examination of 
the information collected by this department and transmitted to 
the house of representatives at their last session, will show, that, 
in the extension of manufactures and in the augmentation of a 
sure market, the producer of the raw material has long since 
been in a condition to dispense with a great portion of the pro- 
tection heretofore afforded. By the same information it will 
appear, that by relieving the manufacturer from the burthen of 
the high duty upon the raw material, the existing duties may be 
very materially reduced and gradually removed, consistently 
with a just regard to the interests which have so long enjoyed 
the advantages of the protective system. 

By these considerations, and the proud and gratifying fact 
that there no longer exists any public debt requiring the present 
amount of revenue after the ensuing year, the question is sub- 
mitted to the legislature, whether they will continue to raise 
from the people of the United States, six millions of dollars an- 
nually, beyond any demand for the public service, that favors 
which have been so long enjoyed, and which may soon be dis- 
pensed with, without detriment to the national safety or inde- 
pendence, may be indefinitely continued. 

The undersigned is duly sensible that the decision of this 
question belongs properly to congress. The duty, however, en- 
joined on him by the laws, to digest and prepare plans for the 
improvement and management of the revenue, and for the sup- 
port of public credit, not less than the deep solicitude he feels 
for the safety of our common country, have urged him to pre- 
sent it, with his own reflections, for the consideration of the le- 
gislature. 

In the decision of this question, the present crisis in the Unit- 
ed States, pregnant with the deepest interest, must have its 
weight—an interest arising.not so much from an apprehension 
of weakness in the laws: or of inability to execute them, as 
from a universal conviction, throughout a large portion of the 
union, of the necessity of a change, and of the propriety of pay- 
ing a reasonable deference to that opinion. ‘The harmony and 
brotherly affection of the citizens of different parts of this great 
republic, if not the preservation of the union itself, appeal to 
the patriot and statesman for the exercise of their highest qua- 
lities, in regulating the burthens of the people consistently with 
the equal rights of all, and in rendering the laws not less free 
and equal than the institutions under which they are enacted. 
The occasion invokes the spirit of liberal concession and com- 
promise which laid the foundations of our inestimable union; 
and, on such an oceasion, patriotism requires that no one inte- 
rest should exact more than may be consistent with the welfare 
of the whole. 


Such an appeal comes with force to all, but, in an essential 
manner, may be made to those who have so long reaped the ad- 
vantages of those burthens, from which their brethren through- 
out the union, after having submitted to them, while the publie 
obligations and the national defence and independence required 
it, now ask to be relieved. 


If this appeal does not find a response in a wise and patriotic 
moderation, there will be no efficacy in the moral force on 


which the republican institutions of the union repose. 

The sleepless solicitude of the father of his country has mul- 
tiplied lessons of patriotic duty, but none of greater emphasis 
and pertinence in the present crisis, that in his admonition that 
‘it is indispensable, on all occasions, to unite with a steady and 
firm adherence to constitutional acts of government, the fullest 
evidence of a disposition, as far as may be practicable,.to con- 
sult the wishes of every part of the community, and to lay the 
foundations of the public administration in the affections of the 

eople.”? 

The operation of the 18th section of the act of the 14th of 
July last, according to the construction given to it at the treasu- 
ry, being in some respects different from that which the mer- 
chants concerned consider important to their interests, it is 
deemed proper to bring the subject before the attention of con- 
gress, that, if owing to any defect in the law or any error in the 
construction, the intentions of the legislature have not been 
carried into effect, the necessary remedy may be applied. 

By that section the several articles enumerated in the aét, 
whether imported before or after the passing therof, were au- 
thorised to be put into the custom house stores, and such as re- 
mained under the control of the proper officer of the customs 
on the 3d of March next, were subjected to no higher duties 
than if imported after that day; and the duties or any part there- 
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of which may have been paid on such articles were to be re- 
funded to the person importing and depositing the same: And 
the secretary of the treasury was authorised to prescribe such 
rules and regulations as might be necessary to carry the section 
into effect. 

In executing the section, the fullest disposition was felt to 
consult the interest and convenience of the merchants; but it 
was perceived that an unlimited construction of its terms was 
calculated not merely to conflict with the several members of 
the same section, and with other sections of the act, but to dis- 
turb the financial arrangements of the government, and post- 
pone the payment of the public debt. 

in the last annual report from this department, as well as in 
that prepared by direction of the house of representatives and 
accompanying the bill which formed the chief basis of the act 
of the 14th of July, it was stated that the existing obligations 
of the government, not less than the interests of the com- 
munity, forbade a reduction of the present duties earlier than 
the 3d of March, 1833; and by the second section of the act this 
recommendation was distinctly recognized and adopted. 

Without some limitation therefore, as to the retrospective 
operation of the 18th section, the object of the 2d section would 
not only have been defeated, but the act itself would in fact 
have been rendered operative in all past time, so far as concern- 
ed any goods in the original packages, no matter when import- 
ed; and the owners, whether importers or retailers, in all parts 
of the country, would have had a right to deposite them in the 
custom house stores and claim a refunding of the duties. 

By one of the provisions of the 18th section, the authority to 
refund duties which had been paid on articles deposited, is ex- 
pressly confined to the persons “importing and depositing the 
same;’?—thus treating the importer and depositor as identical. 
And as it is not reasonable to suppose that the right to deposite 
Was greater than that to claim a refunding of the duties, the 
words “importer or owner’ in other parts of the section were 
treated as synonymous. These terms, moreover, throughout 
the revenue laws refer to importation, and are intended to signi- 
fy the person importing, whether the actual proprietor, the agent 
or the consignee. It is obvious, also, that by this construction 
the terms importer or owner not only receive their usual reve- 
nue meaning, but are reconciled with those of importer and de- 
positor; which could not be, if the conjunction were to receive 
a disjunctive interpretation. It was, therefore, held that goods 
could be deposited only by the importer. 

As the act contained no appropriation for drawing money out 
of the treasury for repaying the duties authorised to be refund- 
ed, the department was fully warranted in interpreting the 18th 
section as applying to those duties only which may have been 
paid to the collector after the passing of the act, and, conse- 
> camegy in limiting thefright of deposite to the goods on which 

ose duties accrued. But, from a desire to give the section as 
liberal a construction as waz consistent with all the other objects 
of the act, it was allowed to apply to the whole of any importa- 
tion on which any part of the duties remained unpaid at the date 
of the law. And, to make this construction operate as equally 
and favorably among the importers generally, as might be, it was 
allowed to inciude those goods also, upon which the duties had 
been paid in cash, provided, that by the terms of credit allowed 
by law, fresh duties on any part of them would not have been 
payable until after the date of the law. It is not believed, how- 
ever, that any construction of the section which will not admit 
of the deposite of goods when in original packages, whether in 
the Bands of the importer or of any other person, and no matter 
when imported, will be satisfactory to the owners of such goods 
as may be imported at a lower rate of duty after the 3d March. 
But if it be the intention of congress so to extend the operation 
of the section, it is respectfully suggested, that as it will, in that 
ease, necessarily embrace goods upon which the duties must 
have been accounted for and paid over to the treasury, an ap- 
propriation be made for repaying the amount of such duties out 
of the treasury. 


With a view to obtain reasonable certainty in the financial 
operations of the government, and at the suggestion of the col- 
lectors as to the time necessary for the duties to be performed by 
them in executing the 18th section, a regulation was adopted fix- 
ing the time to which goods might be deposited, at the Ist of 
January next. It is, however, the intention of the department 
to extend the time, if it be found that the duties of the collectors 
will admit of it. 

The alteration in many of the rates of duty and the repeal of 
others, which have been effected by late acts of congress, seem 
to require some corresponding modifications of the provisions 
heretofore made for ascertaining and securing the duties. But, 
as these details might be better brought to the attention of con- 
gress in a separate communication, if such be its pleasure, that 
course will be adopted. 

In the exposition of the public debt, presented in this report, 
it has been assumed that the three per cents. advertised for re- 
imbursement on the Ist of October last, have been actually paid, 
because the treasury has provided ample funds at the different 
loan offices for that purpose, which, upon the presentation of 
the certificates, should have been applied to their payment. It 
has recently been understood, however, that, on the 18th of 
July last, the bank of the United States, on the ground, as stat- 
ed in the letter of instructions, “that the spread of the cholera 
might occasion great embarrassment and distress in the commu- 
nity, deemed it expedient for the bank to keep itself in an atti- 
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also to mitigate the pressure which the reimburseme 
three per cent. stock, held by foreigners, might produce 
ber,’? and despatched an agent to Loudon to make an 
ment with the house of Bariug, Brothers & Co. for the 
ment of three millions, for which they were the age 
house, and also for two millions in addition. 

It had not, at that time, been decided by the government 
What period the whole of the three per cents. should be baie 
and the agent of the bank was authorised to make an aay 
ment for a posponement for six, nine, or twelve months Ha 
that period,—the bank agreeing to pay the interest in the mean. 
ume. , 
Under this general authority, the agent concluded, on the 99 
of August, 1832, a contract with Messrs. Baring, Brothers & Cp 
to buy up the three per cent. stocks on the best terms at Whies 
they can be obtained both in London and Holland; the poe 
thereof to be placed to the debit of the bank, and the contig 
cates of the stock so purchased to remain with Messrs, Ba;;,. 
Brothers & Co. It was also stipulated, that, if the amo 
stock so purchased and of that retained by the holders x 
together, be less than five millions of dollars, Messrs. Baring 
Brothers & Co, should make up the deficiency in case the bank 
should find it desirable to draw for it or any part of it:—, 
whole advance to be reimbursed by the bank in October, jg, 
Pursuant to this contract, purchases of the three per ee) 
stocks were actually made on account of the bank to the amouyy; 
of $1,474,827 33. 

It is also understood that the bank, by a letter from its presi. 
dent to Messrs. Baring, Brothers & Co. dated the lth of Gey. 
ber, 1832, disavowed so much of the arrangement made by j;, 
agent as related to the purchase of the stock, on the ground of 
that provision in the charter which declares that ‘the bank shajj 
not be at liberty to purchase any public debt whatever.” |) 
lieu of the stipulation in the contract in regard to the amouy 
purchased, it was in the same letter. proposed that the cerij. 
cates should be transmitted without delay, that the bank mig; 
receive payment for the owners, without which it would no 
be in actual possession of the funds: and that the stock beiys 
thus reimbursed to the stockholders, the amount should be pass. 
ed to their credit on the books of the bank, and they continue 
to receive an interest of three per cent. payable quarterly, uutii 
the Ist of October, 1833. 

It is supposed to be optional with Messrs. Baring, Brothers & 
Co. and with the stockholders who have stipulated for a post- 
ponement of payment, to consent to the change proposed by the 
letter of the president of the bank of the 15th October, or to in- 
sist upon the performance of the original arrangement, and 
should they pursue the latter course, the certificates cannot be 
finally surrendered before October 1833. However this may be, 
and notwithstanding the bank has disavowed the authority o/ 
the agent to purchase, it is certain that a delay for a considera- 
ble period of time has been and must yet be occasioned in the 
surrender of the certificates of stock to a large amount, and itis 
not perceived that there is any sufficient justification in the 
grounds of the transaction as assumed by the bank for an ar. 
rangement in any form, by which so Jarge an amount of the 
public funds should be retained by the bank at the risk of the 
government after it had directed their application to the pay- 
ment of the public creditor. 

It is apparent, however, that the apprehensions arising out 0! 
the arrangements, as it is understood to have been concluded 
by the agent of the bank, and of the consequences to which it 
might lead, more especially should the parties in Europe insist 
upon its fulfilment, not less than the great amount of the bank's 
transactions, especially in its western branches, together will 
other matters connected with its dealings, which have occupitd 
the attention of one branch of the legislature since the last a 
nual report from this department, have tended to disturb the 
public confidence in the management of the institution; and 
these, taken in connection with the necessary arrangements | 
anticipation of finally closing its business, have suggested « 
inquiry into the security of the bank as the depository of th 
public funds. 


The obligation of the government, however, incurred by th 
notice for the payiment of the public debt in October and Janus 
ry at the several loan offices, rendered any change in this! 
spect inexpedient,—at least without such an examination 1 
the actual condition of the bank, as justice to the instituto?, 
not less than to the community at large, required. Such ai 
examination as this department is authorised by the charter 
make, has been directed; and it is submitted to the wisdom © 
congress to decide whether it shall be extended further. 

The act of the 10th of May, 1800, which directs the annual 
report from the secretary of the treasury. would seem aiso 
require that he should, in that communication, give informatio? 
to congress of any matters, either existing or apprehended, 
which seriously concern the collection of the revenue. And in 
the discharge of that duty it is his painful task to advert to th 
measures now in agitation in the state of South.Carolina, alto 
gether to prevent, at an early day, the execution of the pres! 
revenue laws within that state. 

Such steps as are authorised and required by law have alrea¢) 
been taken to the due collection of the revenue. But, if the 
extraordinary measures which have been commenced by gs 
exercising the authority of that state should be carried out, e 
the extent which unhappily there seems too much reason a 
apprehend, it is clear that all the aids which the existing la 
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the - anl be further matured and more distinctly and offi- ) with submitting an ordinance (marked F.) entitled ‘San ordinance 
clo. meas known to the executive, it is deemed proper to abstain | to nullify certain acts of the congress of the United States, pur- 
ge. Cy ode specific reference to the subject in this report: though | porting to be laws laying duties and imposts on the importation 
e- = at importance and the deep solicitude which it has excit- of foreign commodities.” 
that its oe already directed the attention of the department to the ‘The acts thus nullified, are the acts passed by congress on the 
ed; dies which that contingency may require. 19th May, 1828, and the act passed on the 14th July, 1832. They 
it at eee notice of congress is respectfully invited to the accom- | are declared unauthorised by the constitution of the United 
tid; nying report from the commissioner of the general land office, | States, that they violate the true meaning and intent thereof, 
ge. pa shee 5 the transactions in that branch of the public service | ad are null and void, and not law, nor binding on this state, its 
Aller yer the present year, aud exhibiting both its present condition | Officers, or citizens, and all promises, contracts and obligations 
ean. oe . be means deemed necessary by that officer for its proper | made or entered into with purpose to secure the duties imposed 
= successful administration. All which is respectfully sub- by the said acts, and judicial proceedings which shall be here- 
Bq te LOUIS McLANE, after had in affirmance thereof, are and shall be held utterly null 
Co, a secretary of the treasury. and void.” ; 
bien Treasury department, December 5, 1832. ‘The convention has moreover declared, that the acts to en- 
Cost oe @ Oe — force this ordinance shall go into effect on the Ist of February 
rtifi. LEGISLATURE OF SOUTH CAROLINA. next—that in no case of law or equity shall their authority be 
ring, Columbia, Nov. 28. drawn in question—that no appeal shall be allowed or taken to 
it of Yesterday at 12 o’clock, his excellency the governor transmit- the supreme court of the United States, nor shall any copy of 
ul, ted to both branches of the legislature the following message: the record be permitted or allowed. That all persons now hold- 
ring, the senate and house of representatives: ing any office of honor, profit, or trust, under this state, (mem- 
bank ae citizens—In meeting you after the short interval which bers of the legislature excepted) shall take an oath well and 
—~the supervened since your adjournment, allow me to tender to truly to obey, execute and enforce this ordinance; and it con- 
1833, has goin: cordial and respectful salutations. cludes with a solemn declaration, that “‘the people of South Ca- 
cent, sag te Be annual period of our assembling, it becomes us to re- rolina, te the end that it may be fully understood by the govern- 
Ount 


view the occurrences of the last year, connected with our do- ment of the United States, and the people of the co-states, that 
| mestic concerns, if not with a minute scrutiny, at least with a we are determined to maintain this our ordinance and declara- 
resi sentiment of fervent gratitude to the great Disposer of human tion at every hazard, do further declare, that we will not submit 
Clo- 


| ) events. These tributes of our grateful acknowledgment are due. to the application of force, on the part of the federal government, 
DY ity } 


for the various and multiplied blessings He has been pleased to} reduce this state to obedience; but that we will consider the 
ndot TE bestow upon our people:—Abundant harvests in every quarter} P@ssage by congress of any act authorising the employment of a 
shall J of our state have crowned the exertions of our agricultural la- | M#litary or naval force against the state of South Carolina, her 
In bors; health, almost beyond former precedent, has blessed our | COMStituted authorities or citizens; or any act, abolishing or clos- 
ount 


as yet undisturbed by the frightful ravages of that new | i" the ports of this state, or any of them, or otherwise obstruct- 
— and terrible pestilence vere BA Re elsewhere rhe such porten- | 198 the free ingress and egress of vessels to and from the said 
git 


i tous havoc in a large portion of the human family. Nor have we ports; OF any ge act ou the part < the federal SS. to 
“ive jess reason for thankfulness in surveying our social condition. | C°C'Ce the State, shut up her ports, destroy or harass her com- 
neing If a political excitement, connected with the public liberty of | MetCe, OF to enforce the acts hereby declared to be null and 
na the country, has stimulated the public mind to a degree of fervor void, otherwise than through the civil tribunals of the country, 
tinue and vigor beyond all exainple, this very excitement has furnish. | 25 imconsistent with the longer continuance of South Carolina 
Until ed the consoling exponent of our fitness for the enjoyment of | !" the union; and that the people of this state will henceforth 

1 this inestimable blessing, for in despite of a painful exasperation | #0! themselves absolved from all further obligation to maintain 
ers & of public feeling, social order has been preserved, and the ma- | ° Preserve their political connexion with the people of the other 
} ea jesty of the law has been supreme. states, and will forthwith proceed to organize a separate govern- 
DY the 


(Here the governor states that the receipts into the treasury | M@e?% and do all other acts and things, which sovereign and in- 
during the last fiscal year, amounted to $468,713 58, and the | 4¢pendent states may of right do. 
payments to $351,466 94—and that the difference between these It is made your duty to adopt such measures, and pass such 
sums, added to the money received of the general government, | 4Cts as may be necessary to give full effect to the ordinance, 
left a balance in the treasury of $272,533 58. and to prevent the enforcement and arrest the operation of the 
[The state received of the general government, on account of | acts of congress thus nullified. This ordinance has thus be- 
its claims $157,259 16 cents, in money, and $41,625 08 in arms | Come a part of the fundamental law of South Carolina, and it, 
—together $198,884 24. A further sum of $60,000 is claimed for | together with the report and an address to the people of South 


interest—which it is supposed will be satisfied under some gene- | Carolina (marked G.) and an address to the people of the co- 


ral provisions for the payment of interest to the states, in cer- | States, (marked H.) setting forth the motives, scope and objects 
tain cases. 


of these acts and doings, were likewise adopted by the conven- 
— comptroller general is much commended for the zeal and | tion, and the executive of the state, was directed to transmit 
in 


ustry displayed in the settlement of these claims. The bank | copies of the same to the president of the United States, to be 
of the state of South Carolina is noticed as being in a very flou- | laid before congress, and to the government of the several states, 
rishing condition, and that, after providing for all bad debts, there | to be laid before the respective legislatures,—a duty which shall 
will remain the Jarge sum of $120,000 to be transferred to the | be discharged with as much despatch as is compatible with a 


sinking fund, or equal to a dividend of 8 per cent. on the whole | proper preparation of the papers in question. 
capital. It is stated that the 100,000 dollars authorised to be Fellow citizens—the die has been at last cast, and South 
loaned to the S. C. rail road company, have been paid, and the 


Carolina has at length appealed to ‘her ulterior sovereignty as a 
progress of that great work is noticed with approbation. The | member of this confederacy, and planted herself upon her re- 
college is said to be flourishing—and the establishment of free | served rights:—the rightful exercise of this power is not a ques- 
schools is mentioned, with many other matters of less general | tion which we will any longer argue—it is sufficient that she 
interest: and the message proceeds: } has willed it; and that the act is done; nor is its strict compati- 

During the interval between your last adjournment and the | bility with our constitutional obligations to all laws passed by 
period of your present meeting, a convention of the people cf the | the general government within the authorised grants of power 
state of South Carolina, called under the high sanctions of the | to be drawn in question when the interposition is exerted in a 
constitution of the state, and by your authotity, “‘to take into | case in which the compact has been palpably, deliberately and 
consideration the several acts of the congress of the United | dangerously violated. That it brings up a conjunction of dee 
States, imposing duties on foreign imports for the protection of | and momentous interest, is neither to be concealed nor denied. 
domestic manufactures, or for other unauthorised objects; to The crisis first presents a class of duties which is referable to 
oe on the character of, and to devise the means of re- | yourselves. You have been commanded by the people, in their 
vn int? pee) eo further in like manner to take into consideration such | highest sovereignty, to take care that within the limits of this 
iien me the said congress laying duties on imports, as may be | state their will be obeyed. They have armed you with the re- 
uch a in amendment of, or substitution for the act or acts afore- 
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said, and quisite authority, and on the wisdom, firmness and forecast with 
rter to United 8 also all other laws and acts of the government of the | which you discharge these, will depend the tranquillity, peace, 
Jom of aan el which shall be passed or done for the purpose of | liberty and happiness of our beloved state. Obedience to ne- 

bled : em ly executing and enforcing the same,’ has assem- | cessary laws, flowing from a legitimate source of public right, 
annual fatenetin rated, decided, and adjourned. In obedience to the | is the best security to social order and civil freedom. To leave 
also t0 mor oth of this high and sovereign assembly, I send you the | this obedience to the voluntary suggestions of public duty or 
nation , oe 4, elr proceedings in relation to several of the premises, | private conscience, or to feeble or defective enactments, in the 
ented, are re icn = will perceive, that your action and co-operation | end leads to extreme rigor, or it brings all just authority into 
And in I ss and demanded. ; derision and contempt. The measure of legislation which you 
- to the in the seri g leave to make special reference to the documents | have to employ at this crisis, is the precise amount of such 
a. nlto- paper oe 8 in which they may be respectfully classified. The | enactments as may be necessary to render it utterly impossible 
presen rea arte ed E, is a report of a committee, to whom was refer- | to collect within our limits the duties imposed by protective 

eeetions to provide for the calling of a convention, with in- | tariffs thus nullified. That you will resort to such civil and 
already eo oe ns to consider and report thereon, and especially as to | penal provisions as will acconiplish this purpose, without unne- 
, if the ence soamer td proper to be adopted by the convention, in refer- | cessary rigor on the one hand, or a weak and mistaken leniency 
y those in thee e violations of the constitution of the United States, | on the other, I feel so well assured, that I shall refrain from en- 
out, 0 duties ra by congress on divers occasions, of laws laying | tering into a detail of suggestions on a subject on which you are 
ason 10 domesti imposts for the purpose of encouraging and protecting | so much better advised than myself. That you should arm 
ag laws oe Cc manufactures, and for other unwarrantable purposes.” | every citizen with a civil process, by which he may claim, if he 
r, thos eutienaline oe comprises a view of the rise, progress, unconsti- 





é chooses, a restitution of his goods, seized under the existing 
ity and oppressiveness of the tariff laws, and concludes | impost, on his giving security to abide the iseue of a suit at law, 
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and at the same time define what shall constitute treason against 
the state, and by a bill of pains and penalties compel obedience, 
and punish disobedience to your own laws, are points too ob- 
vious to require any discussion. In one word, you must survey 
the whole ground. You must look to and provide for all possi- 
ble contingencies. In your own limits your own courts of judi- 
cature must not only be supreme, but you must look to the 
ultimate — of any conflict of jurisdiction and power between 
them and the courts of the United States. 

There is one contingency in particular, for which you ought 
to provide, and that is, in case the collectors of the customs in 
any of the ports of the state, under the instructions of the gene- 
ral government, should refuse clearances to vessels outward 
bound, that no injury should accrue to our trade, or to those 
who may be carrying on friendly commercial intercourse with 
us, the governor should, under such circumstances, be autho- 
rised to grant instantly certificates of clearance, under the seal 
of the state. 

An enlightened forecast will not, however, permit you to stop 
here.—Remember that ours is emphatically a country paying an 
habitual reverence to the law. As little must be left to the dis- 
cretion of the executive as possible. Every conjuncture must 
be anticipated by your own enactments. 

From these legislative provisions, let me now pass to the con- 
sideration of consequences, [ trust of a remote and improbable 
occurrence. 

We claim that our remedy is essentially of a pacific character. 
When we set up this claim, all we mean to say is, that of right 
it ought to be, and as far as we are concerned, it shall be so. To 
the peaceful redress afforded by our courts, in the restitution 


which they decree, and to the ultimate arbitrament of our sister |- 


states, in a general convention assembled on the disputed pow- 
ers, we look with confidence to an adjustment of this painful 
controversy. But the final issue may be adverse to this hope. 

Threats of coercion we know, were once in relation to the 
probable measures of this state, officially promulged, and public 
rumor, to which it is not safe for those in charge of the public 
authorities to be absolutely deaf, has not diminished the convic- 
tion that these dispositions may probably be yet entertained. 
Nor ought we, in a struggle like this, to rely entirely on the con- 
Oo that power will not be used, because right may be vio- 
ated. 

We must be prepared for this alternative. I would, therefore, 
recommend that our militia system, and its laws, undergo a 
thorough revision. That the executive be authorised to accept 
for the defence of Charleston and its dependencies, the services 
of two thousand volunteers, either by companies or files, as they 
may volunteer, and that they be formed into four battalions of 
infantry, with one flank company of riflemen attached to each 
battalion; one squadron of cavalry, and two battalions, one of 
field, and the other of heavy artillery; that these corps be orga- 
nised in a legionary brigade, and that the executive from the 
precincts in which these volunteers are organised, select the offi- 
cers of the appropriate rank for the several commands. I sug- 
gest the expediency of this brigade being armed and equipped 
rom the public arsenals completely for the field, and that appro- 
priations may be made for supplying all deficiencies in our mu- 
nitions of war. 


In addition to these volunteer drafts, I deem it safe to recom- 
mend that the executive be authorised also to accept of the ser- 
vices of ten thousand volunteers, from the other divisions of the 
state, to be organised and arranged in regiments and brigades, 
and the officers to be selected by the commander-in-chief, and 
that this whole force be called the state guard. 

That portion of our claims upon the general government, 
which was payable in arms, amounting in value to forty-one 
thousand, six hundred and twenty-five dollars and eighty cents, 
I have received in arms of various descriptions, but still some 
appropriations will be necessary to augment our supplies. 

And provisions should likewise be made for mounting some of 
our heavy pieces of ordnance, and a fixed and annual appropri- 
ation made for the artillery in Charleston, and in other parts of 
the state, according to their relative expense. I have ordered 
the quarter master general, whose report will be presented to 
you, and the arsenal keeper at Charleston, the latter an experi- 
enced officer of artillery, to repair to this place, to attend in con- 
sultation, such committees of your respective bodies, in refer- 
ence to the condition of their several departments. 

I would moreover recommend that the president be requested 
to remove the U. States troops, now in garrison in the state cita- 
del in Charleston, which they now occupy, at the conjoint in- | 
stance, and in request of the state and city authorities, as the ac- 
commodations of that post are wanted for our own arms and mu- 
nitions. I would moreover suggest, that after the citidal is thus 
returned to the state, and the public stores belonging to the state 
are deposited there, that the magazine guard be removed from 
the neck to garrison this post, and that a daily guard be detach. 
ed from it to the magazine, and that the guard be augmented to 
sixty men, and that the appointment of its officers and general 
disposition and organization be under the orders and authority 
of the commander-in-chief. 

I should consider myself, gentlemen, as recreant to my trust, 
if I did not recommend to you these provisions, or some adop- 
tion of those of mueh wiser import, that may suggest themselves 
to you, and which may be necessary to the public safety and 
i honor, however improbable the contingency of their ever 

ing required—-It is not enough that a people may be right ina 
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the means of securing their safety by ample resources, 
pelling force by force. 

I cannot, bowever, but think that on a calm and dis 
review by congress, and the functionaries of the general gove 
ment, of the true merits of this controversy, that the arbitration 
by a call of a convention of all the states, which we since, i. 
and anxiously seek and desire, will be accorded to us. ” 

To resort to force is at once to prefer a dissolution of 
union to its preservation. South Carolina has declared that she 
admits of no arbiters but her co-states assembled with her in 
their sovereign capacity—to deny to her this reference is to ad 
mit that our league has no conservative principle, short of = 
appeal to the sword—To suppose when one of our most prom. 
nent objections to the protective system, is, its unconstitution. 
ality, that this and the other vexatious and conflicting question); 
of constitutional power, which now convulse the whole coup. 
try, are not susceptible of compromise or adjustment in an ac. 
sembly of equivalent authority to that which formed the ey. 
stitution, is to affirm that that spirit of amity and justice withoy 
which the union would be a revolting and compulsory league 
is utterly extinct. 

But be this as it may—whatever may be the issues of this yp. 
happy controversy, relying on the intelligence and spirit of g 
free and gallant people, on the imperishable truth and sacred 
character of our rights, let us advance with an unfaltering hear 
and a steady step, to the performance of our duty to our coup. 
try. On your deliberations 1 fervently invoke the blessings oj 
Almighty God. JAMES HAMILTON, jr, 

Columbia, November 27, 1832. 

PROCLAMATION 

RY ANDREW JACKSON, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Whereas a convention assembled in the state of South Caro- 
lina have passed an ordinance, by which they declare ‘that the 
several acts and parts of acts of the congress of the United 
States, purporting to be laws for the imposing of duties and ii- 
posts on the importation of foreign commodities, and now hiay 
ing actual operation and effect within the United States, and 
more especially’? two acts, for the same purposes, passed on the 
29th of May, 1828, and on the 14th of July, 1832, “are unautho- 
rised by the constitution of the United States, and violate the 
true meaning and intent thereof, and are null and void, and no 
law,’ nor binding on the citizens of that state or its officers: and 
by the said ordinance it is further declared to be unlawful for 
any of the constituted authorities of the state, or of the United 
States, to enforce the payment of the duties imposed by the said 
acts Within the same state, and that it is the duty of the Jegisla- 
ture to pass such laws as may be necessary to give full eflect to 
the said ordinance: 

And whereas, by the said ordinance it is further ordained, that, 
in no case of law or equity, decided in the courts of said state, 
wherein shall be drawn in question the validity of the said ordi- 
nance, or of the acts of the legislature that may be passed to 
give it effect, or of the said laws of the United States, no appeal 
shall be allowed to the supreme court of the United States, nor 
shall any copy of the record be permitted or allowed for that 
purpose; and that any person attempting to take such appeal 
shall be punished as for a contempt of court: 

And, finally, the said ordinanee declares that the people 0! 
South Carolina will maintain the said ordinance at every lia 
zard; and that they will consider the passage of any act by con- 
gress abolishing or closing the ports of the said state, or other- 
wise obstructing the free ingress or egress of vessels to and from 
the said ports, or any other act of the federal government 10 
coerce the state, shut up her ports, destroy or harass her coi- 
merce, or to enforce the said acts otherwise than through the 
civil tribunals of the country, as inconsistent with the longer 
continuance of South Carolina in the union; and that the peo 
ple of the said state will thenceforth hold theinselves absolved 
from all further obligation to maintain or preserve their political 
connexion with the people of the other states, and will forth 
with proceed to organize a separate government, and do all 
other acts and things which sovereign and independent states 
may of right do: , 

ind whereas the said ordinance prescribes to the people ! 
South Carolina a course of conduct, in direct violation of the! 
duty as citizens of the United States, contrary to the laws ol 
their country, subversive of its constitution, and having for '!s 
object the destruction of the union—that union, which, coeval 
with our political existence, led our fathers, without any othe! 
ties to unite them than those of patriotism and a common cau; 
through a sanguinary struggle to a glorious independence—t 
sacred union, hitherto inviolate, which, perfected by our hap)) 
constitution, has brought us, by the favor of heaven, to a stale 
of prosperity at home, and high consideration abroad, rarely, r 
ever, equalled in the history of nations. To preserve this bone 
of our political existence from destruction, to maintain inviolate 
this state of national honor and prosperity, and to justly the 
confidence my fellow citizens have reposed in me, I, ANDRE 
Jackson, president of the United States, have thought prope! 10 
issue this my PROCLAMATION, stating my views of the ay wl 
stitution and Jaws applicable to the measures adopted by ' 
convention of South Carolina, and to the reasons they have put 
forth to sustain them, declaring the course which duty will co 
quire me to pursue, and, appealing to the understanding oo 
patriotism of the people, warn them of the consequences ~ 
must inevitably result from an observance of the dictates of the 
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- Stri would require of me nothing more than the exer- 
aie powers with which I am now, or may hereafter be, 
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Onate -avested, for preserving the peace of the union, and for the exe- 
over. om of the laws. But the imposing aspect which opposition 
ation, a assumned in this case, by clothing itself with state authority, 
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d the deep interest which the people of the United States must 
“i feel in preventing a resort to stronger measures, while there 
sa hope that apy thing will be yielded to reasoning and remon- 
a ance, perhaps demand, and will certainly justify, a full expo- 
pert to South Carolina and the nation of the views [ entertain 
af this important question, as well as a distinct enunciation of 














of an the course Which my sense of duty will require me to pursue. 
Omi he ordinance is founded, not on the indefeasible right of re- 
ULiOn- isting acts which are plainly unconstitutional, and too oppres- 
Stions aaa to be endured, but on the strange position that any one state 
coun. may not only declare an act of congress void, but prohibit its 
iD as- execution—that they may do this consistently with the consti- 
Con. tution—that the true construction of that instrument permits a 
ithout state to retain its place in the union, and yet be bound by no 
ague, other of its laws than those it may choose to consider as consti- 
. tutional. Itis true, they add, that, to justify this abrogation of 
8 Un- a law, it must be palpably contrary to the constitution; but it is 
ofa evident, that to give the right of resisting laws of that descrip- 
Screg tion, coupled with the uncontrolled right to decide what laws 
heart deserve that character, is to give the power of resisting all laws. 
OUN- For, as by the theory there is no appeal, the reasons alleged by 
ngs of the state, good or bad, must prevail. If it should be said that 
) JT public opinion is a sufficient check against the abuse of this 
power, it may be asked why it is not deemed a sufficient guard 
against the passage Of an unconstitutional act by congress. 
There is, however, a restraint in this last case, which makes the 
a assumed power of a state more indefensible, and which does not 
‘ar- exist in the other. There are two appeals from an unconstitu- 
it the tional act passed by congress—one to the judiciary, the other to 
nited the people and the states. There is no appeal from the state 
1 iin. decision in theory; and the practical illustration shows that the 
hay courts are closed against an application to review it, both judges 
and and jurors being sworn to decide in its favor. But reasoning on 
1 the this subject is superfluous when our social compact in express 
itho- terms declares, that the laws of the United States, its constitu- 
> the tion, and treaties made under it, are the supreme law of the land: 
dno and, for greater caution, adds, ‘that the judges in every state 
and shall be bound thereby, any thing in the constitution or laws of 
| for any state to the contrary notwithstanding.’’ And it may be as- 
ited serted, without fear of refutation, that no federative government 
said could exist without a similar provision. Look for a moment to 
isla- the consequence. If South Caroliua considers the revenue laws 
ct to unconstitutional, and has a right to prevent their execution in 
_ the port of Charleston, there would be a clear constitutional ob- 
hat, jection to their collection in every other port, and no revenue 
late, could be collected any where; for all imposts must be equal. It 
yrii- is no answer to repeat that an unconstitutional law is no law, so 
d to long as the question of its legality is to be decided by the state 
peal itself} for every law operating injuriously upon any local interest 
nor will be perhaps thought, and certainly represented, as unconsti- 
that tutional, and, as lias been shown, there is no appeal. 
peal If this doctrine had been established at an earlier day, the 
union would have been dissolved in its infancy. ‘The excise 
e ol law in Pennsylvania, the embargo and non-intercourse Jaw in 
lia the eastern states, the carriage tax in Virginia, were all deemed 
-On- unconstitutional, and were more unequal in their operation than 
her- any of the laws now complained of; but, fortunately, none of 
rom those states discovered that they had the right now claimed by 
t to South Carolina. The war into which we were forced, to sup- 
pIn- port the dignity of the nation and the rights of our citizens, might 
the » have ended in defeat and disgrace, instead of victory and honor, 
ger if the states, who supposed it a ruinous and unconstitutional 
e0 measure, had thought they possessed the right of nullifying the 
ved act by which it was declared, and denying supplies for its prose- 
ical cution. Hardly and unequally as those measures bore upon sé 
rth- veral members of the union, to the legislatures of none did this 
all efficient and peaceable remedy, as it is called, suggest itself. 
Les The discovery of this important feature in our constitution was 
. reserved to the present day. ‘T’o the statesmen of South Caroli- 
P of na belongs the invention, and upon the citizens of that state will 
eit unfortunately fall the evils of reducing it to practice. 


ol _ Ifthe doctrine of a state veto upon the laws of the union car- 
‘its Hes with it internal evidence of its impracticable absurdity, our 


val constitutional history will also afford abundant proof that it 
her would have been repudiated with indignation, had it been pro- 
ee posed to form a feature in our government. 

“ oan our colonial state, although dependent on another power, 
ate ion very early considered ourselves as connected by common 
¥ oo with each other. Leagues were formed for common 
tr at and before the Declaration of Independence, we were 
oe ne n in our aggregate character as THE UNITED CoLOoNtes OF 
rw : re yw a That decisive and important step was taken jointly. 
_ onl set ared ourselves a nation by a joint, not by several acts; 
to ie iad 1en the terms of our confederation were reduced to form, 
- ea wan of a solemn league of several states, by which they 
a pate that they would, collectively, form one nation for the 
mut ose of conducting some certain domestic concerns, and all 


“4 reign relations. Inthe instrument forming that union, is found 
/ an article whi ¢ ~* : 
€ which declares that “every state shall abide by the 


nd a 
nat fede nations of congress on all questions which by that con- 
he ao should be submitted to them.” 


i ader the confederation, then, no state could legally annul a 
““ision of the congress, or refuse to submit to. its execution; 


but no provision was made to enforce these decisions. Con- 
gress made requisitions, but they wére not complied with. The 
government could not operate on individuals. They had no 
judiciary, no means of collecting revenue. 

But the defects of the confederation need not be detailed.— 
Under its operation, we could scarcely be called anation. We 
had neither prosperity at home nor consideration abroad. This 
state of things could not be endured, and our present happy 
constitution was formed; but formed in vain, if this fatal doc- 
trine prevails. It was formed for important objects that are an- 
nounced in the preamble made in the name and by the authority 
of the people of the United States, whose delegates framed, 
and whose conventions approved it. ‘The most.important among 
these objects, that which is placed first in rank, on which all 
the others rest, is, “to form a more perfect union.’’? Now, is it 
possible that, even if there were no express provision grven su- 
premacy to the constitution and laws of the United States over 
those of the states, it can be conceived, that an instrument 
made for the purpose of ‘forming a more perfect union” than 
that of the confederation, could be so constructed by the as- 
sembled wisdom of our country as to substitute for that confe- 
deration a form of government dependent for its existence on 
the local interest, the party spirit of a state, or of a prevailing fac- 
tion in a state? Every man of plain unsophisticated understand- 
ing, who hears the question, will give such an answer as will 
preserve the union. Metaphysical subtlety, in pursuit of an im- 
practicable theory, could alone have devised one thatis calcu- 
lated to destroy it. 

I consider, then, the power to annul a law of the U. States, 
assumed by one state, INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE EXISTENCE OF 
THE UNION, CONTRADICTED EXPRESSLY BY THE LETTER OF THE 
CONSTITUTION, UNAUTHORISED BY ITS SPIRIT, INCONSISTENT 
WITH EVERY PRINCIPLE ON WHICH IT WAS FOUNDED, AND DE- 
STRUCTIVE OF THE GREAT OBJECT FOR WHICH IT WAS FORMED. 

After this general view of the leading principle, we must ex- 
amine the particular application of it which is made in the ordi- 
nance. 

The preamble rests its justification on these grounds: It 
assumes as a fact, that the obnoxious laws, although they 
purport to be laws for raising revenue, were in reality in- 
tended for the protection of manufactures, which purpose it 
asserts to be unconstitutional;—that the operation of these 
laws is unequal;—that the amount raised by them is greater 
than is required by the wants of the government;—and, final- 
ly, that the proceeds are to be applied to objects unauthorised 
by the constitution. ‘These are the only causes alleged to 
justify an open opposition to the laws of the country, and a 
threat of seceding from the union, if any attempt should be made 
to enforce them. The first virtually acknowledges that the law 
in question Was passed under a power expressly given by the 
constitution, to lay and collect imposts; but its constitutionality 
is drawn in question from the mgtives of those who passed it.— 
However apparent this purpose may be in the present case, 
nothing can be more dangerous than to admit the position that 
an unconstitutional purpose, entertained by the members who 
assent to a law enacted undera constitutional power, shall 
make that law void; for how is that purpose to be ascertained? 
Who is to make the scrutiny? How often may bad purposes be 
falsely imputed? in how many cases are they concealed by false 
professions? in how many is no declaration of motive made?— 
Admit this doctrine, and you give to the states an uncontrolled 
right to decide, and every law may be annulled under this pre- 
text. If, therefore, the absurd and dangerous doctrine should 
be admitted, that a state may annul an unconstitutional law, or 
one that it deems such, it will not apply to the present case. 

The next objection is, that the laws in question operate un- 
equally. This objection may be made with truth to every law 
that has been or can be passed. The wisdom of man never 
yet contrived a system of taxation that would operate with 
perfect equality. If the unequal operation of a law makes it 
unconstitutional, and if all laws of that description may be 
abrogated by any state for that cause, then indeed is the federal 
constitution unworthy of the slightest effort for its preservation. 
We have hitherto relied on it as the perpetual bond of our union. 
We have received it as the work of the assembled wisdom of the 
nation. We have trusted to it as tothe sheet anchor of our safety, 
in the stormy times of conflict with a foreign or domestic foe. 
We have looked to it with sacred awe as the palladium ofour 
liberties, and, with all the solemnities of religion, have pledg- 
ed to each other our lives and fortunes here, and our hopes 
of happiness hereafter, in its defence and support. Were we 
mistaken, my countrymen, in attaching this importance to the 
constitution of our country? Was our devotion paid to the 
wretched, inefficient, clumsy contrivance, which this new doc- 
trine would make it? Did we pledge ourselves to the support 
of an airy nothing—a bubble that must be blown away by the 
first breath of disaffection? Was this self-destroying, visionary 
theory, the work of the profound statesmen, the exalted patriots, 
to whom the task of constitutional reform was entrusted? Did 
the name of Washington sanction, did the states deliberately 
ratify, such an anomaly in the history of fundamental legisla- 
tion? No. We were not mistaken! The letter of this great 
instrument is free from this radical fault: its language directly 
contradicts the imputation: its spirit—its evident intent contra- 
dicts it. No, we did noterr! Our constitution does not contain 
the absurdity of giving power to inake laws, and another power 
to resist them. The sages, whose memory will always be re- 





verenced, have given us a practical, and, as they hoped, a per- 
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manent constitutional compact. The father of his country did 
not affix his revered name to so palpable an absurdity. Nor did 
the states, when they severally ratified it, do so under the im- 
pression that a veto on the laws of the United States was 
reserved to them, or that they could exercise it by applica- 
tion. Search the debates in all their conventions—examine the 
speeches of the most zealous opposers of federal authority— 
look at the amendments that were proposed. They are all 
silent—not a syllable uttered, not a vote given, not a motion 
made, to correct the explicit supremacy given to the laws of 
the union over those of the states—or to show that implication, 
as is now contended, could defeat it. No, we have not erred! 
The constitution is still the object of our reverence, the bond 
of our union, our defence in danger, the source of our pros- 
perity in peace. It shall descend, as we have received it, un- 
eorrupted by sophistical construction, to our posterity; and the 
sacrifices of local interest, of state prejudices, of personal ani- 
mosities, that were made to bring it into existence, will again 
be patriotically offered for its support. 

The two remaining objections made by the ordinance to these 
laws are, that the sums intended to be raised by them are 
greater than are required, and that the proceeds will be uncon- 
stitutionally employed. ‘The constitution has given expressly 
to congress the right of raising revenue, and of determining the 
sum the public exigences will require. The states have no con- 
trol over the exercise of this right, other than that which re- 
sults from the power of changing the representatives who abuse 
it, and thus procure redress. Congress may undoubtedly abuse 
this discretionary power, but the same may be said of others 
with which they are vested. Yet the discretion must exist 
somewhere. The constitution has given it to tie representa- 
tives of all the people, checked by the representatives of the 
states, and by the executive power. The South-Carolina con- 
struction gives it to the legislature or the couvention of a single 
state, where neither the people of the different states, nor the 
states in their separate capacity, nor the chief magistrate elect- 
ed by the people, have any representation. Which is the most 
discreet disposition of the power? [ do not ask you fellow citi- 
zens, which is the constitutional disposition—that instrument 
speaks a language not to be misunderstood. Butif you were 
assembled in general convention, which would you think the 
safest depository of this discretionary power in the last resort? 
Would you add a clause giving it to each of the states, or would 
you sanction the wise provisions already made by your constitu- 
tion? If this should be the result of your deliberations when 
providing for the future, are you—can you—be ready to risk all 
that we hold dear, to establish, for a temporary and a local pur- 
pose, that which you must acknowledge to be destructive, and 
even absurb, as a general provision? Carry out the conse- 
quences of this right vested in the different states, and you must 
perceive that the crisis your conduct presents at this day would 
recur whenever any law of the United States displeased any of 
the states, and that we should soon cease to be a nation. 

The ordinance, with the same knowledge of the future that 
characterizes a former objection, tells you that the proceeds of 
the tax will be unconstitutionally applied. If this could be as- 
sertained with certainty, the objection wouid, with more pro- 
pricty, be reserved for the law so applying the proceeds, but 
surely cannot be urged against the laws levying the duty. 

These are the allegations contained in the ordinance. Examine 
thein seriously, my fellow citizens—judge for yourselves. I 
appeal to you to determine whether they are so clear, s0 con- 
vincing, as to leave no doubt of their correctness: and even if you 
should come to this conclusion, how far they justify the reck- 
Jess, destructive course, which you are directed to pursue.— 
Review these objections, and the conclusions drawn from them, 
once more. What are they? Every law, then, for raising re- 
venue, according to the South Carolina ordinance, may be 
rightfully annulled, unless it be so framed as no law ever will 
or ean be framed. Congress have a right to pass laws for rais- 
ing revenue, and each state has a right to oppose their execu- 
tion—two rights directly opposed to each other; and yet is this 
absurdity supposed to be contained in an instrument drawn for 
the express purpose of avoiding collisions between the states 
and the general government, by an assembly of the most en- 
lightened statesmen and purest patriots ever embodied for a 
similar purpose. 

In vain have these sages declared that congress shall have 
power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises—in 
vain have they provided that they shall have power to pass laws 
which shall be necessary and proper to carry those powers into 
execution; that those laws and that constitution shall be the 
“supreme law of the land; and that the judges in every state 
shall be bound thereby, any thing in the constitution or laws of 
any state to the contrary notwithstanding.”? In vain have the 
people of the several states solemnly sanctioned these provi- 
sions, made them their paramount law, and individually sworn 
to support them whenever they were called on to execute any 
office. Vain provisions! ineffectual restrictions! vile profana- 
tion of oaths! miserable mockery of legislation! If a bare ma- 
jority of the voters in any one state may, on a real or supposed 
knowledge of the intent with which a law has been passed, de- 
clare themselves free from its operation—say here it gives too 
little, there too much, and operates unequally—here it suffers 
articles to be free that ought to be taxed, there it taxes those 
that ought to be free—in this case the proceeds are intended to 
he applied to purposes which we do not approve, in that the 
amount raised is more than is wanted. Congress, it 1s true, 
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are invested by the constitution with the right of decidj : 
questions according to their sound discrete Samed thes 
posed of the representatives of all the states and of all the 
ple of all the states; but we, part of the people of one tm 
whom the constitution has given no power on the subject, f, . 
whom it has expressly taken it away—we, who have sole 

agreed that this constitution shall be our law—,we a 
whom have sworn to support it—we, now abrogate this | ¢ 
and swear, and force others to swear, that it shall not be , 
ed—and we do this, not because congress have no right pa 
such laws; this we do not allege; but because they have oe 
them with improper views. They are unconstitutional; 
the motives of those who passed them, which we can ~~ 
with certainty know, from their unequal operation; alt), ey 
is impossible from the nature of things that they shout . 
equal—and from the disposition which we presume ea 
made of their proceeds, although that disposition has not & _ 
deelared. This is the plain meaning of the Ordinance in 
tion to laws which it abrogates for alleged unconstit — 


: UtioOnality 
But it does not stop there. It repeals, in express terms, an i 
" lj. 


portant part of the constitution itself, and of laws passed to 9; 

it effect, which have never been alleged to be unconstitution, 
The constitution declares that the judicial powers of the ye 
States extend to eases arising under the laws of the ens 
States, and that such laws, the constitution and treaties ha 
be paramount to the state constitutions and laws. The pane, 
ary act prescribes the mode by which the case may be Seents 
before a court of the United States, by appeal, when a = 
tribunal shall decide against this provision of the constitu : 
The ordinance declares there shall be no appeal; makes rw 
state law paramont to the constitution and laws of the Unites 
States; forces judges and jurors to swear that they will dian 
gard their provisions; and even makes it penal in a suitor tp . 
tempt relief by appeal. It further declares that it shall no: be 
lawtul for the authorities of the United States, or of that they 
to enforce the payment of duties imposed by the revenue lay, 
within its limits. ” 

Here is a law of the United States, not even pretended to ip 
unconstitutional, repealed by the authority of a simafi majority 
of the voters of a single state. Here isa provision of the ro 
stitution which is solemnly abrogated by the same authority 

On such expositions and rcasonings, the ordinance grounds 
not only an assertion of the right to annul the laws of which it 
complains, but to enforce M by a threat of seceding from tie 
union, if any attempt is made to execute them. 

This right to secede is deduced from the nature of the consti 
tution, which, they say, is a compact between sovereign states 
who have preserved their whole sovereignty, and, therefore, are 
subject to no superior; that, because they made the compact 
they can brake it when, in their opinion, it has been departed 
from by the other states. Fallacious as this course of reason- 
ing is, it enlists state: pride, and finds advocates im the honest 
prejudices of those who have not studied the nature of our go- 
vernment sufficiently to see the radical error on which it rests, 

The people of the United States formed the constitution, act- 
ing through the state legislatures in making the compact, to 
meet and discuss its provisions, and acting in separate conven- 
tions when they ratified those provisions; but the terms used in 
its construction, show it to be a government in which the peo- 
ple of all the states collectively are represented. We are oxt 
PEOPLE in the choice of the president and vice president. Here 
the states have no other agency than to direct the mode in 
which the votes shall be given. The candidates having the m- 
jority of all the votes are chosen. The electors of a majority 
of states may have given their votes for one candidate, and yet 
another may be chosen. The people, then, and not the states, 
are represented in the executive branch. 

In the house of representatives there is this difference, tha 
the people of one state do not, as in the case of president and 
tice president, all vote for the same officers. The people of all 
the states do not vote for all the members, each state electing 
only its own representatives. But this creates no material dix 
tinction. When chosen, they are all representatives of the 
United States, not representatives of the particular state from 
which they come. They are paid by the United States, not by 
the state; nor are they accountable to it for any act done in the 
performance of their legislative functions; and, however they 
may in practice, as it is their duty to do, consult and prefer the 
interests of their particuJar constituents when they come in con- 
flict with any other partial or local interest, yet it is their first 
and highest duty, as representatives of the United States, t 
promote the general good. 

The constitution of the United States, then, forms a gover" 
ment, not a league; and whether it be formed by compact be- 
tiveen the states, or in any other manner, its character is th 
same. Itis a government in which all the people are repre- 
sented, which operates directly on the people individually, n° 
upon the states: they retained all the power they did not grant 
But each state having expressly wrk ph « so many powers 4 
to constitute, jointly with the other states a single nation, ca? 
not from that period possess any right to secede, because such 
secession does not break a league, but destroys the unity of ana 
tion; and any injury to that unity is not only a breach which 
would result from the contravention of a compact, but it 1s 4? 
offence against the whole union. To say that any state may 4 
pleasure secede from the union, is to say that the United States 





that any part of a nation might dissolve its connexion with the 








are not a nation; because it would be a solecism to conten4 
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other parts, to their injury or ruin, without committing any ¢ 
fence. Secession, like any other revolutionary act, may be 
morally justified by the extremity of oppression; But to call ita 
constitutional right is confounding the meaning of terms; and 
can only be done throfigh gross error, or to deceive those who 
are willing to assert a right, but would pause before they made 
a revolution, or incur the penalties consequent on a failure. 

Because the union was formed by compact, it is said the par- 
ties to that compact may, when they feel themselves aggrieved, 
depart from it: but itis precisely because it is a compact that 
they cannot. A compact is an agreement or binding obligation. 
it may, by its terms, have a sanction or penalty for its breach, 
or it may not.—If it contains no sanction, it may be broken 
with no other consequence than moral guilt: if it have a sane- 
tion, then the breach incurs the designated orimplied penalty. 
A league between independent nations, generally, has no sanc- 
tion other than a moral one; or, if it should contain a penalty, 
as there is no common superior, it cannot be enforced, A go- 
vernment, on the contrary, always has a sanction, expressed or 
implied; and, in our case, it is both necessarily implied and ex- 
pressly given. An attempt by force of arms to destroy a go- 
yernment, is an offence, by whatever means the constitutional 
compact may have been formed; and such government has the 
right, by the law of self-defence, to pass acts for punishing the 
offender, unless that right is modified, restrained, or resumed, 
py the constitutional act. In our system, although it is modi- 
fied inthe case of treason, vet authority is expressly given to 
pass all laws necessary to carry its powers into effect, and under 
this grant provision has been made for punishing acts which ob- 
struct the due administration of the laws. 

It would seem superfluous to add any thing to show the na- 
ture of that union which connects us; but as erroneous opinions 
on this subject are the foundation of doctrines the most destruc- 
tive to our peace, I must give some further development to my 
views on this subject. No one, fellow citizens, has a higher 
reverence for the reserved rights of the states, than the magis- 
trate who now addresses you. Noone would make greater 
personal sacrifices, or official exertions, to defend them from 
violation; but equal care must be taken to prevent on their part 
an improper interference with, or resumption of, the rights they 
have vested in the nation. ‘The line haz not been so distinctly 
drawn as to avoid doubts in some cases of the exercise of power. 
Men of the best intentions and soundest views may differ in 
their construction of some parts of the constitution: but there 
are others on Which dispassionate reflection can leave no doubt. 
Of this nature appears to be the assumed right of secession.— 
It rests, as we have seen, on the alleged undivided sovereignty 
of the states, and on their having formed in this sovereign capa 
city a compact Which is called the constitution, from which be- 
cause they made it, they have the right tosecede. Both of these 
positions are erroneous, and some of the arguments to prove 
them so have been anticipated. 

The states severally have not retained their entire sovereignty. 
It has been shown that in becoming parts of a nation, not inem- 
bers of a league, they surrendered many of their essential parts 
of sovereignty. ‘The right to make treaties—declare war—levy 
taxes—exercise exclusive judicial and legislative powers—were 
all of them functions of sovervign power. The states, then, for 
all these important purposes, were no longer sovereign. ‘The 
allegiance of their citizens was transferred, in the first instance, 
to the government of the United States—they became American 
citizens, and owed obedience to the constitution of the United 
States, and to laws made in conformity with the powers it vest- 
ed in congress.—T his last position has not been, and cannot be 
denied. How then can that state be said to be sovereign and 
independent, whose citizens owe obedience to laws not made 
by it, and whose magistrates are sworn to disregard those laws, 
when they come in conflict with those passed by another? 
What shows conclusively that the states cannot be said to have 
reserved an undivided sovereignty, is, that they, expressly ceded 
the right to punish treason—not treason against their separate 
power—but treason against the United States. ‘Treason is an 
offence against sovereignty, aud sovereignty must reside with 
the power to punish it. But the reserved rights of the states are 
not less sacred, because they have for their common interest 
made the general government the depository of these powers. 
fhe unity of our political character (as has been shown for 
another purpose) commenced with its very existence. Under 
the royal government we had no separate character—our oppo 
s10n Lo its oppressions began as Unrrep CoLonies. We were 
the Uxirep Srates under the confederation, and the name was 
perpetuated, and the union rendered more perfect, by the federal 
coustitution. In none of these stages did we consider ourselves 
i any other light than as forming one nation. ‘Treaties and 
alliances were made in the name of all. Troops were raised 
for the joint defence. How, then, with all these proofs, that 
under all changes of our position we had, for designated pur 
poses and with defined powers, created national governments— 
how is it, that the most perfect of those several modes of union 
should now be considered as a mere league, that may be dissolv- 
ed at pleasure? It is from an abuse of terms. Compact is used 
a8 Synonymous with league, although the true term is not em- 
ployed, because it would at once shew the fallacy of the rea- 
soning. It would not do to say that our constitution was only 
a league; but, it is labored to prove it a compact, (which in 
one sense it is) and then to argue that as a league is a compact, 
every compact between nations must of course be-a league, and 


right to recede. But it has been shown, that in this sense the 
states are not sovereign, and that even if they were, and the 
national constitution had been formed by compact, there would 
be no right in any one state to exonerate itself from its obliga- 
tions. 

So obvious are the reasons which forbid this secession, that it 
is necessary only to allude tothem. The union was formed for 
the benefit of all. It was produced by mutual sacrifices of in- 
terests and opinions. Can those sacrifices be recalled? Can the 
states who nagnanimously surrendered their title to the territo- 
ries of the west, recall the grant? Will the inhabitants of the 
inland states agree to pay the duties that may be imposed with- 
out their assent by those on the Aulantic or the gulf, for their 
own benefit? Shall there be a free port in one state, and oner- 
ous duties in another? No one believes that any right exists in 
asingle state to involve all the others in these and countless 
other evils, contrary to the engagements solemnly made. Every 
one must see that the other states, in self-defence, must oppose 
at all hazards. 

These are the alternatives that are presented by the conven- 
tion: a repeal of ail the acts for raising revenue, leaving the 
government without the means of support; or an acquiescence 
in the dissolution of the union by the secession of one of its 
members. When the first was proposed, it was known that. it 
could not be listened to fora moment. It was known if force 
was applied to oppose the execution of the laws, that it must be 
repelled by foree—that congress could not, without involving 
itself in disgrace, and the country in ruin, accede to the propo- 
sition; and yet, if this is not done in a given day, or if any at- 
tempt is made to execute the laws, the state is, by the ordi- 
nance, declared to be out of the union. The majority of a 
convention assembled for the purpose have dictated these 
terms, or rather this rejection of all terms, in the name of 
the people of South Carolina. It is true that the governor of 
the state speaks of the submission of their grievances to a 
convention of all the states; which, he says, they “sincerely 
and anxiously seek and desire.’? Yet this obvious and con- 
stitutional mode of obtaining the sense of the other statcs on 
the construction of the federal compact, and amending it, if ne- 
cessary, bas never been attempted by those who have urged the 
state on this destructive measure. The state might have pro- 
posed the call for a general convention to the other states; and 
congress, if a sufficient number of them concurred, must have 
called it. But the first magistrate of South Carolina, when he 
expressed a hope that, ‘ton a review by congress and the func- 
tionaries of the general government of the merits of the contro- 
versy,”? such a convention will be accorded to them, must have 
known that neither congress nor any functionary of the general 
government has authority to call such a convention, unless it 
be demanded by two-thirds of the states. This suggestion, then, 
is another instance of the reckless inattention to the provisions 
of the constitution with which this crisis has been madly hurried 
on; or of the attempt to persuade the people that a constitu- 
tional remedy had been sought and refused. If the legislature 
of South Carolina ‘“‘anxiously desire’? a general convention to 
consider their complaints, why have they not made application 
for it in the way the constitution points out? The assertion 
that they “‘earpestly seck”’ it is completely negatived by the 
omission. 

This, then, is the position in which we stand. A smal? majo- 
rity of the citizens of one state in the union have elected dele- 
gates to a state convention: that convention has ordained that 
all the revenue laws of the United States must be repealed, or 
that they are no longer a member of the union. The governor 
of that state has recommended to the legislature the raising of 
an army to carry the secession into effect, and that he may be 
empowered to give clearances to vessels in the name of the 
state. No act of violent opposition to the Jaws has yet been 
committed, but such a state of things is hourly apprehended, 
and it is the intent of this instrument to PROCLAIM not only that 
the duty imposed on me by the constitution ‘‘to take care that 
the laws be faithfully executed,” shall be performed to the ex- 
tent of the powers already vested in me by law, or of such oth«r 
as the wisdom of congress shall devise and entrust to me for 
that purpose; but to warn the citizens of South Carolina, who 
have been deluded into an opposition io the laws, of the danger 
they will incur by obedience to the illegal and disorganizin 
ordinance of the convention,—to exhort those who have jefeact 
to support it to persevere in their determination to uphold the 
constitution and laws of their country, and to point out to all the 
perilous situation into which the good people of that state have 
been led,—and that the course they are urged to pursue is one 
of ruin and disgrace to the very state whose rights they affect 
to support. 

Fellow citizens of my native state!—let me not only admonish 
you, as the first magistrate of our common country, not to incur 
the penalty of its laws, but use the influence thata father would 
over bis children whom he saw rushing to certain ruin. In that 
paternal language, with that paternal feeling, let me tell you 
my countrymen, that you are deluded by men who are cither 
deceived themselves, or wich to deceive you. Mark under 
what pretences you have been led on to the brink of insurrection 
and treason, on which you stand!. First, a diminution of the 
value of your staple commodity, lowered by over production in 
other quarters, and the consequent diminution in the value of 
your lands, were the sole effect of the tariff laws. The effect 





that from such an engasement every sovereign power has a 


of those laws are confessedly injurious, but the evil was greatly 
, exaggerated by the unfounded theory you were taught to be- 
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lieve, that its burthens were in proportion to your exports, not 
to your consumption of imported articles. Your pride was 
roused by the assertion that a submission to those laws was a 
state of e, and that resistance to them was equal, in 
patriotic merit, to the opposition our fathers offered to the op- 
pressive laws of Great Britain. You were told that this oppo- 
sition might be peaceably—might be constitutionally made—that 
you might enjoy all the advantages of the union and bear none 
of its burthens. 
Eloquent appeals to your passions, to your state pride, to your 
native courage, to your sense of real injury. were used to pre- 
you for the period when the mask which concealed the 
1ideous features of pisunion should be taken off. It fell, and 
you were made to look with complacency on objects which, 
not long since, you would have regarded with horror. Look 
back at the arts which have brought you to this state—look for- 
ward to the consequences to which it must inevitably lead! 
Look back to what was first told you as an inducement to enter 
into this dangerous course. The great political truth was re- 
peated to you, that you had the revolutionary right of resisting 
all laws that were palpably unconstitutional and intolerably 
Oppressive—it was added that the right to nullify a law rested 
on the same principle, but that it was a peaceable remedy! 
This character which was given to it, made you receive, with 
too much confidence, the assertions that were made of the un- 
constitutionality of the law, and its oppressive effects. Mark, 
my fellow citizens, that by the admission of your leaders, the 
unconstitutionality must be palpable, or it will not justify either 
resistance or nullification! What is the meaning of the word 
palpable, in the sense in which it is here used?—that which is 
apparent to every one; that which no man of ordinary intel- 
lect will fail to perceive. Is the unconstitutionality of these 
laws of that description? Let those among your leaders who 
once approved and advocated the principle of protective duties, 
answer the question; and let them choose whether they will be 
considered as incapable, then, of perceiving that which must 
have been apparent to every man of common understanding, or 
as imposing upon your confidence, and endeavoring to mislead 
you now. Jn either case, they are unsafe guides in the perilous 
path they urge you to tread. Ponder well on this circumstance, 
and you will know how to appreciate the exaggerated language 
they address to you. ‘They are not champions of liberty, emu- 
lating the fame of our revolutionary fathers; nor are you an op- 
pressed people, contending, as they repeat toe you, against worse 
than colonial vassalage. You are free members of a flourishing 
and happy union. ‘There is no settled design to oppress you. 
You have indeed felt the unequal operation of laws which may 
have been unwisely, not unconstitutionally passed; but that 
inequality must necessarily be removed. At the very moment 
when you were madly urged on the unfortunate course you 
have begun, a change in public opinion had commenced. The 
nearly approaching payment of the public debt, and the conse- 
quent necessity of a diminution of duties, had already produced 
a considerable reduction, and that too on some articles of gene- 
ral consumption in your state. The importance of this change 
was understood, and you were authoritatively told, that no fur- 
ther alleviation of your burthens was to be expected, at the 
very time when the condition of the country imperiously de- 
manded such a modification of the duties as should reduce them 
to a just and equitable scale. But, as if apprehensive of the 
effect of this change in allaying your discontents, you were pre- 
cipitated into the fearful state in which you now find yourselves. 
I have urged you to look back to the means that were used to 
a you on to the position you have now assumed, and for- 
w to the consequences it will produce. Something more is 
necessary. Contemplate the condition of that country of which 
you still form an important part! Consider its government, unit- 
ing in one bond of common interests and general protection so 
many different states, giving to all their inhabitants the proud 
title of AMERICAN CITIZENS, protecting their commerce, sccur- 
ing their literature and their arts, facilitating their intercommu- 
nication, defending their frontiers, and making their name re- 
spected in the remotest parts of the earth! Consider the extent 
of its territory, its increasing and happy population, its advance 
in arts, which render life agreeable, and the sciences which ele- 
vate the mind! See education spreading the lights of religion, 
humanity, and general information into every cottage in this 
wide extent of our territories and states! Behold it as the asy- 
lum where the wretched and the oppressed find a refuge and 
support! Look on this picture of happiness and honor, and say 
—WE, TOO, ARE CITIZENS OF AMERICA; Carolina is one of these 
proud states: her arms have defended, her best blood has ce- 
mented this happy union! And then add, if you can, without 
horror and remorse, this happy union we will dissolye—this 
picture of peace and prosperity we will deface—this free inter- 
course we will interrupt—these fertile fields we will deluge with 
blood—the protection of that glorious flag we renounce—the 
very names of Americans we discard. And for what, mistaken 
men!—for what do you throw away these inestimable blessings 
—for what would you exchange your share in the advantages 
and honor of the union?. For the dream of a separate indepen- 
dence—a dream interrupted by bloody conflicts with your neigh- 
bors, and a vile dependence ona foreign power. If your leaders 
could succeed in establishing a separation, what would be your 
situation? Are you united at home—are you free from the ap- 
prehension of civil discord, with all its fearful consequences? 
Po our neighboring republics, every day suffering some new re- 
yolution, or contending with some new insurrection—do they 








excite yourenvy? But the dictates of a high duty oblige me 

solemnly to announce that you cannot succeed. | 

_The laws of the United States must be executed. T have no 
discretionary power on the subject—iny duty is emphatical| 
pronounced in the constitution. Those who told you that son 
might peaceably prevent their execution, deceived you—the 
could not have been deceived themselves. They know that 
forcible opposition could alone prevent the execution of the 
laws, and they know that such opposition must be repelled 
Their object is disunion; but be not deceived by names: dis. 
union, by armed force, is rReason. Are you really ready to in- 
cur its guilt? If you are, on the heads of the instigators of the 
act be the dreadful consequences—on their heads be the dishy- 
nor; but on yours may fall the punishment—on your unhappy 
state will inevitably fall all the evils of the conflict you force 
upon the government of your country. It cannot accede to the 
mad project of disunion of which you would be the first victims 
—its first magistrate cannot, if he would, avoid the performances 
of his duty—the consequence must be fearful for you, distress. 
ing to your fellow citizens here, and to the friends of good go. 
vernment throughout the world. Its enemies have beheld our 
prosperity with a vexation they could not conceal—it was q 
standing refutation of their slavish doctrines, and they will point 
to our discord with the triumph of malignant joy. Itis yet jy 
your power to disappoint them. There is yet time to show that 
the descendants of the Pinckneys, the Sumpters, the Rutledges. 
and of the thousand other names which adorn the pages of your 
revolutionary history will not abandon that union to support 
which, so many of them fought, and bled, and died. I adjure 
you as you honor their memory—as you love the cause of free- 
dom, to which they dedicated theirlives—as you prize the peace 
of your country, the lives of its best citizens, and your own fair 
fame, to retrace your steps. Snatch from the archieves of your 
State the disorganizing edict of its convention—bid its members 
to re-assemble and promulgate the decided expressions of your 
will to remain in the path which alone can conduct you to safe- 
ty, prosperity and honor—teli them that compared to disunion, 
all other evils are light, because that brings with it an accumu- 
lation of all—declare that you will never take the field unless 
the star spangled banner of your country shall float over you— 
that you will not be stigmatized when dead, and dishonored and 
scorned while you live, as the authors of the first attack oa the 
constitution of your country!—Its destroyers you cannot be. 
You may disturb its peace—you may interrupt the course of its 
prosperity—you may cloud its reputation for stability—but its 
tranquillity will be restored, its prosperity will return, and the 
Stain upon its national character will be transferred, and remain 
an eternal blot on the memery of those who caused the disorder. 

Fellow citizens of the United States! The threat of unhal- 
lowed disunion—the names of those, once respected, by whom 
it is uttered—the array of military force to support it—denote 
the approach of a crisis in our affairs on which the continuance 
of our unexampled prosperity, our political existence, and _per- 
haps that of all free governments may depend. ‘The conjunction 
demanded a free, a full, and explicit enunciation, not only of 
my intentions but of my principles of action; and as the claim 
was asserted of a right by a state to annul the laws of the union 
and even to secede from it at pleasure, a frank exposition of my 
opinions in relation to the origin and form of our government, 
and the construction I give to the instrument by which it was 
created, seemed to be proper. Having the fullest confidence in 
the justness of the legal and constitutional opinion of my duties 
which has been expressed, I rely with equal confidence on your 
undivided support in my determination to execute the laws—to 
preserve the union by all constitutional means—to arrest, if pos- 
sible, by moderate but firm measures, the necessity of a recourse 
to force; and, if it be the will of heaven that the recurrence of 
its primeval curse on man for the shedding of a brother’s blood 
should fall upon our land, that it be not called down by any of- 
fensive act on the part of the United States. 

Fellow citizens! he momentous case is before you. On 
your undivided support of your government depends the deci- 
sion of the great question it involves, whether your sacred 
union will be preserved, and the blessing it secures to us as one 
people shall be perpetuated. No one can doubt that the unani- 
mity with which that decision will be expressed, wil! be such as 
to inspire new confidence in republican institutions, and that 
the prudence, the wisdom and the courage which it wiil bring to 
their defence, will transmit them unimpaired and invigorated to 
our children. : 

May the Great Ruler of nations grant that the signal blessings 
with which He has favored ours, may not, by the madness ol 
party or personal ambition, be disregarded and lost: and may 
His wise Providence bring those who have produced this crisis, 
to see the folly, before they feel the misery of civil strife: and 
inspire a returning veneration for that union which, if we may 
dare to penetrate His designs, He has chosen as the only means 
of attaining the high destinies to which we may reasonably as- 
vire. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United 
States to be hereunto affixed, having signed the same with 
my hand. 

Done at the city of Washington this 10th day of December, !0 
the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
two, and of the Independence of the United States the fifty- 
seventh. ANDREW JACKSON. 

By the president: 

Edw. Livingston, secretary of state. 
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